t

gJ!ks

covi
RETIRED AIR FORCE BANDLEADERS
AND SUPERINTENDENTS SOCIETY

Jow;beb 1980
VOLXV NO!

JAN FEB MAR 1995

PERSONALS
Mike and Lyn Bankhead
Happy New Year. I hope all
of you had a great holiday season.
We are in the middle of the flood
season in northern California but
other than that life is good. I look
forward to getting the listing and
other news from RAFBL. I’m
enjoying the new challenges
presented by academia. We have a
good faculty and staff here. The
system is a little strange and the
concept of committees is some
thing an old commander has to get
used to dealing with. I do like the
school and the area. More impor
tantly Lyn loves it.
Pub!. Note: Mike is now the
Chairman of the Department of
music at California State Univer
sity in Chico California
-

Bill Red and Elizabeth Brower
We spent four days in
Athens, Greece; three days in
Turkey and one day each in Volas,
Santorini, Feraklion Crete,
Rhodes, Mykonos, Greece;
Kusadasi Ephessus and Istanbul
Turkey. Had a great time! Hope
everyone has a great new year!
-

Bob and Mary Turner
We were sorry not to have
been in Williamsburg, but Bob has
had a bout with his health. He has
been diagnosed with Cancer and
will receive Radiation and Chemo
therapy throughout December.
Then further evaluation. Medical
Cont’d onp2
Coda

Mail Order Pharmacy
HCS Health Care Services,
Inc. announces a new benefit for
mail -order pharmacy services.
No claim forms are required and
the copayment for up to a 60 day
supply of medication is $8.00 for
retirees and their family mem
bers. This program covers
CHAMPUS eligible beneficiaries
whose permanent addressqn
DEERS is in the states of
FL,GA,SC,NJ,PA and DE. Addition
ally, for CHAMPUS beneficiaries
who now are MEDICARE eligible
and who reside within certain Base
Realignment and Closure BRAC
zip codes are covered. Thus far,
DOD has designated the former
catchment areas as Homestead, FL
and Myrtle Beach, SC including a
few zip codes in NC as eligible for
this extended benefit. Orlando, FL
and Philadelphia, PA will be added
in 1995 when the local military
hospital/clinic closes. This new
benefit is in addition to those
available from a military hospital
pharmacy or other DOD programs.
Normal Champus deductible and
copayment reuquirementsdo not
apply.
Using this new benefit is
simple. Delivery time back to you
will be normally about 7 days.
Prescriptions will be honored
from civilian physicians for all
medications and DoD physicians
for all medications except con
trolled substances. You must
complete the enrollment card and
send it with your first order. For
information as to your eligibility,
enrollment forms and any other
information, call the toll free
Inumber of Health Care Services,
Inc. at 1-800-633-2426’ Lou

New Roster
A new roster is being pre
pared. To take advantage of the new
"information superhighway" let me
know if you have l.a work
phone- 2. Fax phone- 3. Cellular
phone -4. e mail address such as
Compuserve or America on line.
These numbers will be included in
the roster. For those of you with
computers, fax machines, contact
with other members will be instan
taneous!
Thanks, Vince
-

NOTICE
The RAFBL Society was formed to
promote contact between retired and
active duty members of the Air
Force Band career field. We publish
a quarterly newsletter containing
messages of interest from active
members. The society is NOT
responsible for notification to
members
other than printing
in the next issue of the CODA
any information pertaining to
illness, death, etc. of any member.
-

-

Knowledge of information which
would be of interest to members
should be sent to the attention of Lou
Kriebel or Herman Vincent at the
addresses listed below. You will
then read it in the next CODA. Your
cooperation and assistance is appre
ciated.

is
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Personals, coot ‘d
science has come a long way so
we’re hoping for the best.
We are really fortunate to
have the CODA and your special
announcements. A real tribute to
Lou and Vince. I know it must take
many hours to assemble the CODA.
It keeps all of us in touch with
fond memories. Happy New Year!
Tom and Patricia Watts
I retired in October ‘92 and
we moved to Phoenix. For the
past two years, I have been very
busy getting adjusted to civilian
life and the like. Well, you know
how time slips away. I am happy
that we are now members of the
society and wish everyone a happy
new year.
Larry Trautman
It’s been a real busy year. I
spent almost every weekened this
summer somewhere in south
Florida. Did a little snorkeling in
the Bahamas in June and spent
four days there by flying over in a
private plane and had a private
54’ boat, complete with crew for
diving, fishing, etc. I also took a
short vacation to Marco Island
near Naples. I’ve seen the Eagles,
Sinatra, Basia and Spyto Gyra in
concert. Also attended many
Orlando Magic Basketball games.
I’m still getting my 5 miles in se
veral times a week and average
between 900-1000 miles a year.
Mele Kalikimaka & Hauoli
Makahiki Hou. Thats merry
Christmas and Happy New Year in
Hawaiian
Bob and Lynne Kuzminski
We are really enjoying
being back with our family here in
Las Vegas. Lynne hada greatten
months watching the grandchil
dren while their parents were at
work. Bob also got to spent time
each day with them, so it’s quite a
Coda

change for us yet we will
babysit at times. Both are real
joys, with lots of personality.
--

Oui chuch continues to
grow, yet remains full of special,
wonderfully warm people.. In May
the New building was completed,
so we’re out of the store front and
in a beautiful first phase
church.
The church choir is a real
joy. Under Bob’s direction, they
have grown from 8 members to 28
this year. We put on one of our
nicest Christmas programs.
Bob has a second part time
job teaching a class at our local
community college in Personnel
Management. All the best to all.
Bill and Eve LaBrutta
Bill and I are still fighting
the "good fight," not very well but
are hanging in there. We start a
new chemo program in January.
All good things to all in the new
year.
Ed and Joyce Bridges
"What a difference a year
makes." 1 994 has made a world of
difference for me. A year ago I
wrote that because of cancer I was
not expected to be around much
longer. Now the cancer level in
my blood is so low that It is almost
not detectable. My doctor says that
I have responded to treatment
better than any patient he has ever
had, and predicts that I’ll be
around "a long time." I kept a
positive attitude, did a lot of
research, joined a support group,
improved my diet, and got more
rest. I thank you all for your
letters of support. I am convinced
that I owe my tumaroud to the
strong wishes and prayers of many
good friends and a loving, sup
portive wife, as much as to my
own efforts and to modem science
and medicine. I can no more
identify the specific cause of my

improvement than I can run a four
minute mile, so I credit them all.
I formed a Community Chorus
to complement the community band I
organized 1 7 years ago, and am
directing both of them. I guest
conductedtheUSAFBandonVeterans
day. All of this has caused my chest
to swell with pride.
I have learned that life is
precious, and each day is new. We
should make the most of today, for
there is no guarantee of tomorrow.
Let me urge you to improve the
quality of your life, as I’m trying to
do. Smile more; Hug someone;
Reassure a hurting or lonely per
son; Do little acts of kindness! You’ll
feel better, and the world will be a
better place to live.
Vic Molzer
I am sorry to have missed the
last reunion, but hope to join all of
you in New Orleans.
I had my first AF Band there
New Orleans in 1942. It was
actually not even numbered when I
went there in early 1942. I re
cruited several locals, like Al Hirt
and Paul Guma my lead alto and
solo clarinet later guitar with Pete
Fountain, a truly great musician and
person. Later, the band was given
the number "82" and became the
82nd AAF Band. We had lots of fun!
Best Wishes!
Joe and Ruth Drobny
Greetings to all! Receiving
the CODA is a reminder of how many
years I have been retired. 35 years
as of June 30, 1959! I know so few
memberstoday.
Living so close to Fairchild
AFB here in Spokane, we are fortu
nate to be able to use the facilities
availbable. My dentist, a re
tired Al Col., was not even in the
Al when I retired, and my AF
Doctor who just recently ar
rived here from Loring AFB
where I had the band in 1943,
wasn’t even born then. So life
ad
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careers go on. Good luck to all.
Mike and Anita Morrissey
Everything is A ok at the
Morrisseys. Anita still working
and I’m still playing golf. I
worked the first 30 and now she
works the next 30!
The reunion in VA was great
Golf there was a "gas’ for me
because I played with Sammy
Nestico, Tommy and Pat Newsorne.
They have a ways been two of my
"Heroes" in the career field.
Buddy and Kathy Selke
Hi, everyone! I’m just now
getting back to normal after
surgery. I didn’t think it would
take a year! Sony I missed the
reunion.
We are going to take two of
the grandkids to Disneyland this
spring and then on up to Tacoma to
see our youngest dautghter. We’ll
probably get a chance to stop in to

see Don Miller, Larry Koontz and
Al Vinlove while we’re there.
Not much news here since I’ve been
hotisehni end, hut we’ll be on the
road shortly. I hope to see all of
you in New Orleans.

any worse. I’m goinj to sit in my
yard and watch the grass grow.
Maybe I’ll get the chance to guest
conduct in the future.
See everyone In New Orleans.

Pat and Lillian Veitre
Just a few lines to go with
my dues for 1995. It was cer
tainly nice to be at the reunion.
Everybody looked just as young as I
do,... and prosperous!.. not like
me. I’m dissapointed I didn’t get to
visit with all the people I had met
over the years; not enough time.
Since coming back from the
reunion, I have had a few health
problems that slowed me down a
little, so I decided to step down as
conductorof the community band
and the other ensembles including
the church choir.
I have been working with all
these volunteer groups since I
retired in 1970 and after 24 years
its time to slow up. Although my
problems are not serious at the
moment, I don’t want them to get

THROUGH RAIN, SLEET AND WAR
"Back in 19381 was a junior in college and I bought a Christmas cardfor 15 cents
duflng World War II, but they still
his mentor of sorts, with the same
And so began the story of a
managed to keep in touch.
Hallmark card through his college
friendship which has lasted for
"When he was with the
career in the ‘30’s, his military
almost 60 years between a mili
Army
Air
Corps he was The Army
service during World War II, and
tary bandleader and his protege,
Air
Band conductor,"
Corns
since
ever
his
retiremeent
from
and the Christmas card which has
Costenbadersaid.
"We went overseas
the
military
in
the
‘60’s.
been sent between them for nearly
together.
It
dissolved
after the war
HowardwasCostenbader’s
as long.
and
there
were
only
three
or four
bandleader
at
Mansfield
University
This week Carl Costenbader,
left
the
in
band."
in
Pennsylvania
the
in
1930’s
and
76, an Indian Head, MD resident
‘After that, to tell you the
the two became friends while
who activated and was the first
truth,
went to mortuary school,
I
Costenbaderwasa
studentthere.
Commander/Conductor of the Air
..The
Air
Force Band started up in
Costenbader
him
sent
a
card
one
Force Academy Band, and is now
and
1946;
in 1949, Col Howard
year,
and
the
next
it
was
sent
year,
retired as a school guidance coun
asked
me
to
come back and join."
back.
selor in Prince George’s County,
We
went
on three European
"When
I
got
it,
it
said,
continued the tradition. He sent the
tours.
I
played
trumpet
in the
‘Please send it back so I can return
worn, faded card by Priority Mail
symphony
and
comet
with
the band
it.
It
was
from
Howard.
Col
He
sent
to Col. George S. Howard and his
and
I
became
a
Warrant
Officer
it
back
and
it’s
been
going
back
and
wife in San Antonio, TX. He has
in
1952.
Our
careers
have
paral
forth
ever
since;
"-with
only
a
been corresponding with Howard,
leled ever since.
few breaks in between, mostly
..cont’dv4
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CostenbaderbecameCommander/Conductorof
the USAFE Band, stationed in Germany, playing for the
Queen of Denmark, the 10th anniversary of the libera
tions in France, and became the Command Band Super
visor of all the Air Force Bands in Europe and North
Africa, besides being promoted to 1 st Lt.
"Col Howard’s wife found the card again in
‘57," in a box in their house, Costy said, "and he sent it
to me again, while I was at the Air Force Academy."
The next time the card missed its rounds was in
the late ‘60’s Costy said, during a moment of forgetful
ness.
Sometime between 1 967 and 1 969, he said,
"When Col Howard was living in Camp Sprsings, MD, I
got a phone call from him and he asked, ‘Costy, are you
sick?" I said, ‘No’ ‘Are you mad at me?’ I said, ‘No,
why?" He said, ‘Because I didn’t get your card!’" You
sign it, you see, and you send it back.. .so you don’t see it
again for two years "...I rushed it to him right away.
The next time it was Costenbader’s turn to send
the card, he said he enlisted the help of the Prince
George’s County Police Department to play a prank on
Howard. At the time, Howard was conductor of the
Washington DC Metropolitan Police Band, and they
planned to pull him over to give it to him. "They were
going to siren and flag him down to get him off the
road," Costy said, "because they knew which way he
drovehome."
For some reason, he didn’t take his usual route
home, so the Policeman went to his house that evening.
With lights flashing on the patrol car, he rang the door
bell. Sadako Col Howards wife answered the door and
asked," What’s the problem?" They told her, "We have
a summons for your husband." He came out of the
shower and asked what the charge was; and they said,
‘passing a school bus.’ She asked what day did this
happen. She then produced an Airline Ticket showing
that he was in Chicago that day. Howard said he hadn’t
been on the road. "They said, ‘You can easily beat it,
but we have to give it the citation to you.’"
"He opened it up", Costy said laughing, and saw
what it was and said, "That son of a bitch."
"The postman would deliver the card every
other Christmas and one year he said. "You must be
getting a lot of money," because it was a certified letter
that you had to sign for. I said, "No, it’s just a 1 5 cent
Christmas card." And I opened it up and when he saw
that that’s what it was, he just about fell over.
"The card was only 1 5 cents when I bought it
spent $2.90 this last time on postage," he said.
‘4As for Howard," he said, ‘4 He retired from the
military in 1 963 as Commander! Conductor of the
USAF Band, and was President of the American Bandmasters’ Association, the John Philip Sousa Foundation,
and conducted the Metropolitan Police Band, among
other things."

"Right now Col Howard is flat on his back in the
hospital. He’s had a bad time of it lately," he said,
making this years’ exchange especially poignant.
Howard will be 92 in February.
"I sent him some things along with the card this
time to try to rouse him... I sent him a picture of me
when I soloed on the steps of the Capitol building,
dressed as a Russian," a prank that Costy engineered for
him decades ago. "I sent him a note saying, "The Rus
sians’ willing to do it again if you’re willing to conduct
it.’ I hope he can."
The card is to be permantly displayed in a case at
Lackland Air Force Base, in the newly dedicated "Howard
Hall" in honor of Col Howard, "The Father of the United
States Air Force Band."

Carl Ccstenbader and his friend. Cd George S. Howard have
exchanged this thristrms card fix many, many y!ars.

-

Coda

Ccstyplays his very compat. rotary valve crumpet which he h
plard with militay musical groups. including those dkected by his
fcrtnec college music teather, CI GeorgeS. Howard.
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Mr. Music,
Band and Chorale
Join forces for concert
from the Sumter SC news

Perhaps it was brought on by this
festive season of the year. Maybe it was due
to the retirement of Sumter’s "Mr. Music."
Or it might have been the participation of a
vocal phenomenon whose flight for freedom has
brought him, however briefly, to our town.
I suspect it was a combination of all of
the above that made Sunday’s performance by
the Sumter Community Concert Band and the
Sumter avic Chorale such an unusually excit
ing musical event.
This special occasion brought out the
best from everyone on stage, and the audence,
sensing the electridity in the air, responded in
kind. Those who packed Patriot Hall will no
tsoon forget this experience.
The concert was the "swan song" for
Patrick F. Veltre, conductor of both the band
and chorale. "I might accept an occasional
guest conductor slot in the future," he told me.
"But, mostly, I expect to be out there in the
auditorium enjoying myself. Save me a seat."
Honors bestowed on Veltre Sunday
included a certificate of appreciation from SC
Gov. Carroll Campbell for promoting music at
Shaw Air Force Base and Sumter; plaques
from representatives of the band and chorale;
and a joint resolution from city and county
governments designating Dec. 11, 1 994 as
"Patrick F. Veltre Day."
Obviously touched by the accolades,
Veltre managed to maintain his on-stage image
of a laid- back, deceptively proficient conduc
tor who kno how to keep the crowd in the
palm of his hand. I’ve come to think of him as
a guy who knows the score.

Carl Cestenbader in a Russian Unithrm. which he wore in 1944, whrn he
was soloist with the MB Band, II. Howard, conductor. As an encore he
rode his motor scooter around the bandstand, and nearly got arrested by
the Washington DC Park PoIke This is the picture he scit Coil-toward
to cheer him up! He said. "The Russia, will play it again if you will

.Mike Ka,velas

-

CztypIatdtis at the Indian Head Veterans Day
Ceren’ionyon his 100 yr old hair] made cornet1
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In
Memor!urn
BENNIE MANISCALCO
1911 -1994
Internment at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, MO

Bennie Maniscalco, a former Command Band Supervisor at Scott AFB, IL died
12 November 94, at Incarnate Word Hospital after a long illness.
Bennie was born in St Louis, MO. He earned a degree in music from the Royal
Conservatory of Music in Palermo, Italy.

In the late 193 Os, he played the French Horn in Orchestras at the St Louis
Municipal Opera, St. Louis Symphony, Fox Theater and the Old Ambassador Theater. He
joined the Army in 1934 and was assigned to the 6th Infantry Army Band at Jefferson
Barracks, MO. He was in the second graduating class, for Bandleaders, at Ft McNair the
Army War College in Washington, DC and received his appointment as a Warrant Officer
in May 1941. His first assignment was Jefferson Barracks, MO.; then Coral Gables, FL,
next Toyko, Japan, where he served under the command of General Douglas MacArthur.
After his return to the United States, his tours of duty as, Commander/Conductor of Air
Force Bands were SaUna, KS; Barksdale AFB, LA; Chanute APE, IL and Oflhtt AFB,
NE at Offittt AFB, he served under the command of General Curtis Le May. During
this assignment he received his commission as a Captain in the U.S.Air Force. In his last
active duty assignment Scott AFB, IL, he was Command Band Supervisor lbr the
Military Airlift Command as well as Commander/Conductor of the Military Airlift
Command Band. He retired from the U.S Air Force at Scott AFB, IL in 1964.
-

-

-

-

A Thneral Mass was held at St. Ambrose Catholic Church, 5130 Wilson Avenue,
St.Louis, MO.
He is survived by his wife, Agnes Maniscalco; a daughter, Joan Maniscalco; a
brother, former Circuit Judge Peter J. Maniscalco of Chesterfield, IL and two sisters.
Marie Cornelli of Bridgeton, MO and Gloria Kelly of Phoenix, AZ Lou
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