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MEMORIES...
THE USAF BAND FEBRUARY, 1948

The U.S. Air Force Band, cotnm2n&-d by Major
George S. Howard, ushered in the month of
February, 1948 by presenting it’s Mutual Network
radio show, "The Air Force Hour." The guest
speaker on the program was Charles Corddry,
aviator editor of the United Press.
At it’s concert of February 19th at the Depart

ment of Interior Auditorium, The U.S. Air Force
Band had as it’s guest soloist, Mrs. Cornelius
Vanderbilt Whitney, wife of the Assistant Seem
tary of the Air Force. Among the notables attend
ing the concert were Lord Inverchapel, British
Ambassador to the United Stales, Cornelius Van-.
derbilt Whitney, Assistant Secretary of the Air
Forte, U. General Hoyt Vandenberg Vice Chief
of the Air Forte and Brig. General Burton Hovel, Commanding General of Boiling Air
Force Base. Featured selections for the concert were: Cberon, Excerpts from Finians’s
Rainbow, Night on Bald Mountain, Aria Un Be! Di Vedremo from Madame Butterfly,
Scheno from Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Song of Love.
Other engagements for the month of February included an FM Radio Broadcast,

"Music in the Air," a concert at the Mayflower Hotel where they played for a luncheon
given for the campaign workers of the National Symphony Sustaining Fund Drive; a
concert at the Pan-American Union; a rally sponsored by the United Women’s Club for
Peace; and then on February 25th, the Band gave a concert for the Student Council and
Alumni group of George Washington University at Lisner Auditorium. The Air Force
Hour broadcast of February 29th had as it’s guest speaker, MaclCinley Kanter, who
wrote the book, "Glory To Me," which was the basis for the Academy award winning
flm, WFhe Best Years ofOw Lives."

TAPS...
Wilda Boyd Wood

Wilda, wife of CMSgI. Presley B.Wood retired died at a local hospital in Col
orado Springs, CO on January 28, 1999. She was a retired school teacher. She
taught in Kentucky, Texas, Germany and most recently at Colorado Springs
School District 20, where she taught for 24 years. Mrs. Wood was born March 15,
1919, in Trinityç ICY. Wilda is survived by her husband; a son, Michael Boyd
Wood; two brothers, Burnet Boyd and Donald Boyd two sisters, Bonnie Hamilton
and Jean Mile; arid Iwo giaiidduidicn.

WAFBAND HOLDS
2ND REUNION
In celebration of the 50th anniver
sary of Women in the Air Force, the
official U.S. WAF Band 1951 -

1961 held its 2nd annual reunion
in San Antonio, Texas, October 13
- 19, 1998.
During its 10 years of existence,

only 235 young women served with
the WAF Band. Filly members at
tended the October reunion, and 41
members once again played and
sang in concert.
The Band presented three con

certs, superbly conducted by retired
music teacher, Dr. Phyllis A.
Daugherty, who has spent the last
17 years teaching and conducting
various bands and orchestras
throughout Europe.
Several concerts were played by

the band during the reunion. Guest
conductors were Mary Divens Saun
den, first conductor of the 543rd
AS. Band; Ann Everitt, assistant
conductor from 1952 - 1961; Joan
McLean Nimnrs; arid Lois Tilley,
choral conductor.
The 3rd reunion of the WAF Band

will be held in Little Rock,
Arkansas, in September, 1999, to
honor Major MaiyBelle I. Nissly.
retired.
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Dues
Check your mail address label, it will

show your dues date. If it says 1/1/99, then
please send $10.00 to Lou Kriebel.
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