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PERSONALS
Carl and Ruth Costenbader

On April 28 1 was invited to be guest
conductorand "afterdinnerspeaker" for the
50th Anniversary celebration of the Ameri
can Legion Band ofBethlehem, PA honor
ing its original conductor Ray
Huston, who also was the organizer of our
Ernest Williams Alumni Association. The
other Williams Alumni members of our
RAFBL society in addition to myself are:
George Dietz, Ed Dougherty andJoe Losh.
This was the fIrst time I conducted a band

since retiring 30 years ago Jan. 1965 and
not having any rehearsal, Iwas thankfiul the
program was typical old 1945 "chestnuts’
as none of the scores were in braille!!
Frankly! was more concerned about

having a heart attack than waving a stick!
After the concert they had a nice dinner,

which somehow I didn’t have to pay for,
until later, Since this is an election year,
every politician in the county, state, con
gress, mayor ofBethlehem, governor ofPA
and even our Commander in Chief Hillary,
I mean Bill, either appeared in person or had
someone read proclamations orcongratula
tions to Ray and the band for their 50th
Anniversary.
Then came the shockerl After the last

letter was read, the announcer said, "And
now we will have the entertainment for the
evening." and introduced ME!

I thought I saw a mass exodus, but they
were heading for the bar instead, and then
they came back to their tables. I had 3 boxes
of my ‘Plumbing" and ran through the en
tire bit demonstrating them all.
A 100 year old Conn comet, which was

Col. Weckesser’s father’s horn as a boy,
Some old bugles, including one a Japa

nese bugler threw into a rice patty in
Okinawa before surrendering after WW U,
My own creation the Army wouldn’t buy:

"A mouthpiece fordrinking on thejob, with
two hours of endurance built into it."
My red "Falcaphone."

My 1939 E flat German rotary valve trum
pet,

And of course my "self-conducting
baton," with instructions on "How to
become a conductor in 60 seconds," which is
based on a well accepted theory: "If you can’t
make it playing a horn, you can always
become a conductor, and if you can’t make it
playing OR
conducting, you can always become a

‘Critic,’ but since we already have toe many
critics, use my baton and keep on conduct
ing!
My original engraved 1840 "Rienzi Trum

pet" with its "built-in crescendo" was a big
hit as was my latest 2 valve, 4 bell, "Claxon
Tnxmpet"whichcan beplayedevenifyou’ve
lost all your teeth.
With the aid of an altimeter to compensate

for my "Self-transposing" trombone con
stnzcted at the USAF Academy elevation of
over 5,000 ft, I was able to perform at near
sea level, for the higher the bell is elevated
above the floor, the higher the notes even if
you miss a note, you can easily see what note
was intended by the height of the bell from
the floor.
I unveiled my "I Quit" Trumpet, which had

been run over by a steam roller, with a
railroad spike driven through it, a baton
broken over the spike, with patches of the
bands I had, or played in, mounted on a red
background and framed. This creates a true
feeling of "closurel"

I told them that in conclusion, I had a few
notes in my pocket and pulled our my "Mini
cornet" and played 8 measures of "‘Thanks
for the Memories" dedicated to the 50th
Anniversary of the Bethlehem band.
Members of the audience were lined-up

three deep to see my instruments displayed
on a long table while I was trying to pack
them up!
Ray and Cath.rin. Tolar
Howdy from Aggieland. This has been

another GREAT year for the Toler’s. We
currently have two grandchildren, and have
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USAF BAND
‘Hall of Honor"
In February, 1996, LTC Lowell E

Graham. commander and conductor of the
USAP Band, has been inducted into the Uni
versity of Northern Colorado School of Mu
sic "Hall of Honor." The School of Music,
which is celebrating its centennial this year,
bestowed this high honor upon 18 alumni and
faculty who have achieved greatness as musi
cians, educators and humanitarians since
the school’s inception in 1896.
Howard Skinner. Dean of the College of

Performing and Visual Arts, and school of
Music Director Shirley Howell, issued the
following statement regarding the distin
guished recipients:
"Everyone who has studied or taught or con
tributed to the School has a share in its
success...In the history of the School, how
ever, there have been individuals whose de
votion has been so complete, whose impact
has loomed so large, whose work has formed
such a significant part ofthe school’s identity
that they clearly stand apart. In celebrating
this Centennial, it is our wish to honor that
select number. The individuals honored to
day have been chosen by unanimous vote of
the selection committee to stand in the School
of Music’s new Hall of Honor. Our deepest
gratitude is extended to each of them for their
outstanding abilities, their years of service,
and the superlative effects of their efforts.
Their exceptional contributions have left an
indelible mark on
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