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PERSONALS
Canton and Sharon Toler

Cariton B. and Sharon M. Toter have
recently joined our society. He reports.
‘Time being my worstenemy and notbeing
available for the last reunions, my lovely
wife Sharon suggested I stop. smell the
roses, and learn to appreciate experiences
of the past and enjoy the successes of the
present

"Recently I realized that I have been
retired from the military and music for 18
years. I have waited too long to say "hello"
to some wonderful friends. My career as an
AF musician was full of many wonderful
times, but all in all, the people make the job
and I will always be grateful for the oppor
tunity AF music offered me."

"I have been a stockbroker for the last 18
years, and have owned my own investment
firmforthepast l4years. Sharonandllive
in a little northwest florida town called
Freeport We try to take a couple of vaca
tions per year. We went back to Madrid a
couple years ago. The Americanjazz scene
is as popular as ever, and the jazz clubs are
still there."
‘The Coda and the reunions are a wonder

ful tradition. 1 din going to d0 my vex y ‘tnst
to participate in future activities."

Mike and Lyn Bankhead

Lyn and I are very happy in Northern
California I am Chairman of the Depart
ment of Music at Chico State University.
Chico is located about 90 miles north of
Sacramento and only 2 and 1/2 hours from
San Francisco. The University has about
14,000 students - 192 are music majors. I
work with a wonderful faculty of 16 full-
time and 9 adjunct professors. I enjoy the
challenges and rmd the students absolutely

See Personals, page 2.

TAPS
Connie Osiecki

April 27, 1928- February 18, 1997

"Constance Osiecki was born in Charleroi, PA. married SSGT John Osiecki of the Mr Force
Band, July 4. 1949. After John’s retirement in 1966, they relocated in Westlake Village, CA.
Sth,ius tneatk ‘.kx.glLLLcs, iiy VoUf, Usa flaicoii; sons JoLii I. Osicck, Tony Osiecki
and grandson, Alex Banon."

"Service was at St. Judes Catholic Church in Westlake Village, CA with over 150 in
attendance."
"Connie had a lot of close friends in the Mr Force Band. I received a lot of calls and letters

from them. Sammy Nestico was one of the pallbearers. Hope to see all of you in
Colorado" John Osiecki

Edward S. Bridges
June 20, 1930 - March 9, 1997

From the Atlanta Journal/Constitution---- March 11, 1997

The memorial service for Edward Smith Bridges, founder of several Henry County arts
organizations, will be held at 11 a.m today at Mcflonough Presbyterian Church,
A longtime advocate for the arts in Henry County. Mr. Bridges was founder of the Henry

Arts Alliance, the Henry Community Chorus and the South Metro Concert Band.
Since its founding in 1991, the Henry Arts Alliance has helped other community arts

organizations grow, including ones devoted to literary, visual and performing arts.
Mr. Bridges once wrote that the organization’s mission was to "create awareness, stimulate

interest and encourage involvement in the arts."
In 1994 Mr. Bridges was named Henry County Citizen of the Year. In 1993, the Henry

county commission honored him by proclaiming "Ed Bridges Day.:.
He grew up in Hopkinsville, KY, played trumpet in the high school band and was an Eagle

Scout.
After earning a bachelor’s degree from Western Kentucky University, hejoined the US Air

Force and became director of the Robins Air Force Base Band in Warner Robins.
Mr. Bridges and the band performed across the country and throughout Central and South

America as part of an Mr Force Goodwill tour.
He retired from the Mr Force in 1972 and attended the University of Georgia to earn a

master’s and doctorate in music education. While in Athens, Mr. Bridges was an assistant
director of the University’s Red Coat Band.
For several years, Mr. Bridges headed the music department at Georgia Tech. In 1978 he

foundedthe South Metro ConcertBand AtClaytonStateCollege.wherehemethis wife, who
played the oboe.
He was honored during the 1996 Olympic Torch Relay by passing the torch on the Square

in McDonough and was also a ‘Torch Bearer" in the Paralympics.
Surviving are his wife; three sons, Edmund "Tag" Bridges of Savannah, Edward Lee

See Bridges, page 3
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