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Harold Hoyt
It has been a long time since I have
written. As you might guess I have been
doing more than anyone "retired" and in
possession of his senses would even try
to, but "big things are coming in the
fall." What with teaching a course formy
fellow seniors named "Understanding
Music" not very original, I fear, but
neither was the music!, co-leading a
"Great Books’ discussion group, and
participant in another, plus taking a
couple other courses sort of wrung me
out I have been involved with the
"Academy of learning in Retirement" for
about four years now, but next year I am
on what [prefer to call a sabbatical to
finish a book planned for a couple of
years now.
The "Academy" is affiliated with the
University of Texas in San Antonio and
serves a real need of about 170 retired
persons. A little heavy on the gray haired
ladies, but that’s OK by me. The "Acad
emy" is a little different in that it is run by
the "inmates."
In a few days I set out on my annual
"Summer Safari" to visit frieuds and
family up North, can’t stand the beastly
summers in l’exas. Hope to see you all in
-

Loy Ebersole
This past year has been one to reniem
her six pesky non-life threatening
surgical procedures, the last of which was
the removal of a cataract from my left
eye. I’m now anxiously awaiting the next
three weeks and receipt of my new
glasses. Then I’ll see all of the things I’ve
been missing. Best to all and keep up the
good work.
-

r

Arnald Gabriel
George Mason University honored me
recently by awarding me the status of
Cont’dp. 2
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From The Pentagon:

Francis Bunton
1. July 18,1995

A Bandleader audition was held on
August 9, to fill the vacancies for deputy
positions at Robins, ilanscom, L’SAF
Academy & Offutt.
LtCol Roger Sebby retired in August
after returning from a most rewarding
tour in Germany as bead of the USA FE
Band! Major Layendecker is now
commander of the USAFE Band.
Capt. Graulty is remaining as CV.
From the USAFE Band
The fourth of July is one of America’s
most important holidays. Celebrating our
day of independence has been a favorite
tradition for generations. Being an
American holiday, the 4th of July is
generally celebrated only in the US, with
foreign military installations being thc
exception. The largest 4th of July
celebration outside the US is not, how
ever, on any military installation. It is in
Rebild Park. Denmark.
Mr. Rebild emigrated to the IS from
Aalborg, Denmark. After becoming a
successful entrepreneur, he donated the
land now known as Rebild Park to
Denmark. His only stipulation was that
America’s Independence Day must be
celebrated at the park every year. Appar
ently, the lanish are happy to honor this
request. Every year Rebild is flooded
with people celebrating the 4th of July.
The IJSAFE Band has been a part of
this celebration for the past several years.
Celebrating Independence Day in
Denmark often seems strange to new
members of the band. Yet after one
holiday with the gracious Danes, most
Cont’d p. 4.

Narvel T. Selke
D. August 2, 1995
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
I’m pleased to inform you that
General Ronald It Fogleman, Chief of Staff
of the USAF, has announced that IA. CoL
Lowell E. Graham will-be the next
commander of The IJSAF Band. LtCol
Grnham will report for duty as soon as
possible.
The selection process was a
rigorous one, involving careful screening of
military background, professional creden
tials, demonstrated musical abilities, and
many other relevant ract. The Chief of
Staff made the final decision personally,
with concurrence of the Secretary of the Air
Force.
LtCol Graham takes over the
flagship of our hand program with outstand
ing qualifications and a track record of
sterling accomplishments. We have every
confidence in his leadership of the USAF
Band and offer him our congratulations for
reaching this peak of his profession.
Sincerely,
Frank M Hudson, Major, USAF
Chief Bands and Music Programs
Office of Public Affairs
CODA is the unofficial publication .jthe Retired
Air Force Bandleaders and Superintendents
Sxiety. Published Quarterly
Louis Kriebel, Editor
5647 Rosewall Cir., Leesburg, FL 34748
Ph 904/728-596o, LCKribekiPaotcom
Herman Vincent, Layout/Publisher
4126 Hyde Park Ave., Lake Charl, LA 70605
Ph 318/478-6091, VITVCL449@’aotcorn
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professor emeritus of music. I have been
teaching there since 1985 and retired in
Itiiw, JOOi
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Herman & Eleanor Englert
Nothing new here except we arc
getting up in years, and it ain’t easy!!
"11" isn’t a bit well, lie has lost about
50 lbs and is never hungry! l’hat’s old
age creeping upon all of us, I’m sure. lie
would LOVE to hear from any of you! lie
really looks forward to the Coda and
reads every word.
Our travelling days arc over, lie
refuses to leave Maui to travel any
distance. So we just sit, rock for excite
ment or to either get the adrenaline going,
whichever comes first, you see.
This isn’t the kind of letter you like to
receive. Wish I could write other wise,
hut leant! Lovingly, Eleanorr

John Malocco
Thank you for sending me the CODA.
It’s nice to hear about old comrades
Great march, wasn’t it.
Sorry I couldn’t attend Williamsburg.
I’m afraid to drive or travel.
I’ve had poor eyes all my life and now I
have macular degeneration of my eyes,
but I can still hear music! Especially the
USAF Band and all our wonderful tours
and memories when Colonel Howard was
in charge. ---What makes me as happy
nowismy l8yearoldpoodlenamed
Beagle and 7 year old stray. 1 had to put
my Gennan Shepherd to sleep because of
hip problems. lie was 21 years old. Yes,
21. No one could come near me, espe
cially Colonel Gabe.
Well thanks again for the CODA.
Midge, Bathe and John.

r

Jack and Mary Tardy
Ve just returned from our 50th high
School reunion in Biloxi, MS where we
pigged out on seafood and terrorized the
casinos. Also travelled to Albuquerque.
NM recently to attend a Dog Trail. Mary
judges and I spectate. Really looking
forward to New Orleans! That’s in my
old stomping grounds!

r

Harry and Eleanor Meuser
We were so shocked and saddened by
the death of Sadako Iloward. She was
such a lovely lady and will long be
remembered.
In May, Eleanor and I celebrated our
55th wedding anniversary. How time
flies! We feel we are so l’ortunatc to have
lived all those years together. Our three
hobbies of gardening, boating and our
music has made these later years so much
fun. We have two pianos and spend a lot
of time working on new arrangements to
share with our friends.
As for travel we manage to get a few
trips to Florida each year. in August we
make our yearly trip to ‘anacin to visit
Elcanors cousins. They have a summer
home on Georgian Bay, Ontario. It is
beautiful country and lots of good
boating. In the fall we went to Reno,
Lake Tahoe, Yosemite and part of
Southern California.
Our daughter is now living in Albuquer
que, NM, and we really enjoy our visits
there. Chris is "Chief of Satellite Control
and Simulation Division" for the USAF,
working in the Phillips Laboratory on
Kirtland A El. Granddaughter #1. Robyn
is 19 and in college in Colorado. Grand
daughter #2 Jill, 17, is going to finish
High School this year. We are so proud
of all three.
We visited the new home of the USAF
Band this morning. It is in what used to
be Hanger #2 at Rolling. CMSGT Dana
Steinhauser took Eleanor and I for a tour.
It is really outstanding! We met the
interim Command, and the interim
Conductor of the hand. It has taken 50
years for the band to get a facility to be
proud of, and you all must come and
enjoy this magnificent building. The
band is still rehearsing in the old building,
hut they hope to all move in sometime in
September.
Attended the 100th anniversary of the
Cincinnati Symphony last March. Met
many old friends. Was told that I am still
the youngest to sing a contract. I was 16.
Fond memories!
We do enjoy reading each edition of the
COlA. Keep up the great work!

r

been so kind with your condolences,
expressions of sympathy, floral arrange
ments and donations to Freedom House.
I say thank you! The recent loss of my
beloved Sadako created an outpouring of
love and compassion from all on whose
lives she made a tasting impression. The
twinkle in her eyes, joyous laughter and
constant optimism touched our hears and
made us all better for having known her.
The extent of my appreciation cannot be
fully portrayed in words alone, but in my
heart I thank you as I know she thanks
you!
Most sincerely, George S. Howard

Lou and Micki Kriebel
Just returned from a trip to the United
Kingdom. We spent seven days in Scotland
touring in I-idinburgh. St. Andrews, Aber
deen, Peterhead, Macduff, Banff, Inverness,
Loch Ness where the monster did not
appear, and Lairg lip in the Highlands.
Then travelled to I nndon, for a fifteen day
stay. llighuights of this visit were a trip
through the new tunnel to Paris. We left
Waterloo station in London at 0800 and
after a 20 minute ride through the tunnel,
arrived in Paris 1100 hours. The train
travelled 180 M.P.hI.. Ilad a bus tour of
Paris and lunch. Boarded the train and we
were back in 1nndon by 1800 at our hotel
for dinner. Other places of interest; a visit
to Greenwich -set my watch on Zulu time
and toured the ship Cutty Sark. the Mari
time Museum and their exhibition of the
Wreck of the Titanic; the l’ower of London,
Hampton Court Palace, Westminster
Abbey, RAE Museum and Bushy Park
where I was stationed with the third AF
Band -1955-57. Also got to visit with our
one relative, still living in London and
many friends
Our next stop was Poole, down in Dorset,
where we toured many old churches, where
American Flags are still flying, left there by
our troops when they departed on the
invasion during WW II. Also visited many
Cathedrals and other friends living in the
area
We departed the US 12 Jun and
returned 12 Jul. --A great trip and a great
time was had by all.

r

Col. George S. Howard
l’lIANK YOU to everyone who has
-
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nations stationed forduty in Moscow in February 196S. Our’s was the first I ISAF Band to appear there since 195$. US Attaches came
to brief us in Wiesbaden on the lo’s and Don’t’s of conduct while behind the iron curtain. Two weeks later we took off in a USAF C-130
aircraft, destination Moscow, Russia, USSR. There were several others aboard and a large number of crates containing window glass
to replace the ones broken during the most recent anti- Viet Nan-i demonstration against the US embassy.
We landed in Copenhagen and were introduced to our first experience in Soviet cold-war hospitality: A Soviet radio operator
and navigator boarded our aircraft to be sure we could find our way over horizon to horizon of frozen snow to Moscow.
Shortly after take off from Copenhagen, a MIG-21 fighter aircraft joined us at each wing tip and escorted us to the Moscow
airport.
Ve landed, the engines stopped, the rear hatch opened and armed Soviet soldiers boarded and collected our passports for safe
keeping. After our baggage had been completely searched, we were escorted to our bus. hospitality continued. We were provided with
two aimed tour guides, one for the hack and one for the front of our bus, but neither spoke English.
We were taken to the Ukraine hotel. It was one of five buildings in Moscow that were exactly alike, because Stalin had liked that
particular type of architecture.
We went into the lobby to register. To this day. 30 years later, I remember the stale, musty smell mixed with the rank odor of
something cooking. For tourists, there was a ‘Dollar shop’ where things were cheaper in consideration of the Ruble exchange rate than in
the Ruble shop. They wanted 115 Dollars.
We registered and were given a slip of paper with our mom number on it ujd hoarded the elevator to our floor. The elevator
stopped, the doors opened and we had our first view of the floor manager. She was a very stern, no-nonsense looking woman, dark hair, a
complexion that looked like plaster and would make a perfect leading lady for Frankenstein. We gave her the slip of paper with the room
number on it, She issued the room keys with the instruction: "You will give me your key for safekeeping when you leave the mom."
More evidence of their hospitality. She spoke English with a British accent, but with a very hostile tone. We felt as though we should
salute Madame Frankenstein, about face and march to our room.
The rooms were "bugged." As soon as we went to our room, my room-mate went to the bathroom and accidentlv dropped a glass
on the tile floor. Wanting to be good American guests, we started to clean it up. There was a knock on the door, the maid was there with
a dust pan and broom!
Bugging the rooms was a great idea, because each floor was occupied by a hunch of Communists. The were separated by floor
depending on the country of their origin. The lobby where so many congregated was a real multi-ethnic zoo.
We brought a small portable radio, hut from one end of the dial to the other there was only one station.
It was election time, hut only one candidate.
Our first night, we were welcomed by embassy staff in a large apartment inside the walls of the embassy compound. The men on
the roof across the street had telescopes and were apparently not invited.
The main reason for our invitation to Moscow from Ambassador and Mrs. Kohler was to perform at their annual formal ball to
entertain high Soviet Government officials and over 30 Ambassadors and their ladies who maintain embassies in Moscow.
The event took place in Spaso House, one mile west of the Kremlin, Lenin’s tomb and St. Basil’s Cathedral which had become a
mineral water bottling plant.
Spaso House has been the residence of American Ambassadors in Moscow since establishment of diplomatic relations between
the US and Russia in 1933.
We began by providing social hour accompaniment music. At the end of that, the Ambassador’s secretary distributed numbers to
each one of us with the instruction to sit at tbe table with the corresponding number. Each band member was escorted to the table and
introduced to the head of the table who introduced the bandsman to the others seated at the table.
I was seated with Ambassador and Mrs. Kohier, whom I had met in Wiesbaden when planning for this trip and the Ambassador
and his wife from Tanzania, that, a few months before had been two countries Tanganyika and Zanzibar, South Africa,
Ambassador Kohler was a brave man to have placed 25 GI’s from such broadly varied social backgrounds, at a table for a fonnal
dinner with Soviet officials and others whose countries had embassies in Moscow.
The planning session in Wiesbaden had not included the dinner plan, so it was a complete shock to all of us, as were the MIG21’s, the armed soldiers taking our passports, etc. I salute the men on that trip. Imagine an outstanding clarinet player from the corn
fields of Mason City, Iowa, having dinner with the Ambassador to the Soviet Union from then Yugoslavia or a trombone player from
Biloxi. MS with deep southern accent, having dinner with the Ambassador from Czechoslovakia. Those and other similar things hap
pened. These young American men represented America well and thankfully not on the battlefield, but in the delicate world of diplomacy
in the atomic age.
Whca4he meal was over and dancing began, the wil’e of the Ambassador from Tanzania requested a "twist." That was a sight to
behold. At the end of a very late evening, they invited us to Tanzania. The Moscow press even mentioned the event,
ConVd on p. 4
--

-

Coda

Page 3

MOSCOW, Cont’d.
The net day we were provided a tour of the city by the Entourist Agency
KGB. The guide spoke English. While we were in Lenin’s tomb --lie was a wax
iticiul Cci .4 %%Cs Ut C lc ii.
tiItiiiIIII Ott LI plexiglas IC tUJ ccl platlotiti -out ol the an u
The lens cap was off of his camera and he had 70 rolls of film in his gadget bag. An
unusual amount for a tourist. The Ambassador was able to obtain his release before we
left town.
Our next stop was the People’s museum that displayed the Soviet Socialist
Republic’s progress since their revolution in 1917. Of course, his focal point of bragging
was beating us into outer space with their 1957 Sputnik.
‘l’hat night small groups performed at America House, the official residence for
enlisted personnel who worked at the embassy. l’he place was packed until the wee
hours.
The next morning we boarded our bus with the same armed soldier tour guides,
loaded and boarded our USAF C- 130, the same armed soldiers returned out passports
and the same Soviet navigator and radio operator who guided us through the horizons of
frozen snow, and MIG-21s escort took us back to Copenhagen. As we left Soviet
airspace, our pilot wagged our wings at the MIG-2 Is. They did not respond.
We landed in Copenhagen and bid the Russians "Auf Wiedersehn" and returned
safely to Wiesbaden.
The men had performed beautifully, not only musically but as real American
Ambassadors.
That was mentioned in glowing terms from the then Secretary of State, Dean
Rusk in a letter to Department of Defense, Department of Air Force and Commander in
Chief USAF Europe.

Active Duty Notes, Cont’d
agree that Denmark is the best place to be
on the 4th. That is, the best place outside of
Aniei h_a.
This is not just a bunch of Danes picnick
ing. Every year there is a guest speaker
from America. Last year. Auomey General
Janet Reno spoke at Rebild. ‘l’his year
Senator Sam Nunn spoke to the mass of
cheering Danes. There are fireworks in the
evening, but they are not the main attrac
tion. Celebrating America’s independence
is the focal point of the day. The food,
bands, and fireworks are almost an after
thought.
Being away from the traditional 4th
celebrations of America can be somewhat
sad for military members. lam grateful for
being able to celebrate with a country that
appreciates us and all we stand for.

r

SrA Frank G. Milicia

r

Jim Roland, IJSAFE 1963-66
Pub! note: Recently, many USAF Bands have visited Moscow. We thought you might
like to know how and when it all started. There will be another article in the next issue
on this same subject.

1tAFM V
New Orleans, LA
July24 thru 28, 1996

ide Landmark Hotel

Ca iflus

War Stories
Riuerboat Rides
Crawfish Boil

13 nIt

ation, send
eat to:
Herb Breaden
2461 Ashland Place, N.,
Gretna,LA 70056

From the Band of the Rockies

We recently returned from a 17 day TDY
to Poland. Wow, what a trip. It’s hard to
describe what it was like, but I’m sure all of
you know all about overseas travel.
The main reason for the trip was the
Krakow ‘95 Military Band get-together and
show. There were bands from 19 other
countries including Poland, Ukraine,
Belarus, Romania, Holland, and Germany.
I don’t know where the other ones were
from, although I’m sure Col. Gilkes would
know. I didn’t get to mingle as much as I
would have liked, besides, finding someone
who could interpret was often tough.
Of course, e horn players examined
each other’s horns and mouthpieces...there’s
no language barrier for that. The string on
one Pol&s horn was so bad that I gave him
enough for two re-stringing all I had. He
gave me a bear hug that nearly crushed me.
In fact.hc was nearly crying. Iguess
fishing line must be either hard to fmd or
very expensive. What he was using looked
like kite string!
A Sax player gave away several boxes of
reeds to someone from Romania. Appar
ently, he had been using the same reed for a
year. We just don’t realize how good we
Page 4

From the Rockies, Cont’d
have it.
Visitrcl ‘liopin’s birthplace and had to
share it with several hundred grade
school kids on field trips. I can’t believe
how well behaved they were. Also
toured Auschwitz, its unbelievable what
people could do to people!
The Poles treated us very, very well.
I’m sure we’ll remember this for a long
time to come. We took two photo
journalists with us. They took 200 rolls
of film and we expect them to get articles
in the Al Times and the Airman Maga
zine.

r

MSGT Mark Firks

From the
Band of the Golden West

‘People have said the concerts are the
best return on their tax dollars," said
Cheynllard, a resident of Vacavillc with
nearly two decades of active duty.
‘The musicians don’t get paid nearly
what they’d get on the outside," he said.
"They perform 400 concerts a year and
are on the road 2X days a year."
The premise that military hands vastes
taxes troubled Stall Sgt. Ken Trimmins.
leader of the Commanders jazz band with
the main band.
"It docs bother me when I hear that,"
Said Irimmins, a trumpet player. "We
play all over in cities, high schools
and it has a ‘cry positive impact."
"For a lot of people this is the only
contact they have with the military." lie
continued. "A lot of people see the Air
Force as nothing more than weapons of
mass destruction, but with us they see
that the Air Force can produce culture."
"Music," Trimmins added," elicits

--

--

r

--

--

From the "Reporter", did 19 May 1995 by
Richard Rammer.
After hearing the Air Mobility Com
mand Band of the Golden West in concert
on Sunday. several thoughts passed
through the noggin’.
I Good, uplifting concert by a wellrehearsed band with a diverse program,
2 Great public relations for the ITSAF
and Travis AFI3 specifically,
3 Are such concerts which are free to
the public--a waste or wise use of
federal taxes?
In the era of downsizing the military, an
argument can be made to scratch military
bands for all bases but those in the
Washington, DC area. After all, why not
save a buck for the myriad other military
uses rather than dubious ceremonial ones?
But then, an equally cogent argument
can be made that many cultural events,
artists and organizations in the US receive
some or all of their budgets from John Q.
Public.
So why not fund the Air Force’s Band in
Blue from Travis?
CJ’T Philip C. Chevallard, hand
commander and conductor, said that he’s
never heard anyone make the case that his
band is an anachronistic carry-over from
the days of bloated military budgets.

emotional response." That’s what he
sees in the faces he looks out upon,
day in and day out.
Ihatis what makes tt all worthwlnle,"
he said.
Sure, I’m happy the concert was free.
But for everything the concert offered,
and more Including the Sobmo Com
munity Symphony conductor leading thc
band in Tschaikovsky’s "Symphony M"
I would fork over a few bucks, and
gladly! The Air Mobility Command
Band of the Golden Vest is worth it!

LATE NEWS...Aug 16,1995
MAJOR Carl Chevellard pinned on his
Oak Leaves today! Congratulations! We
are glad you will continue to be with the
IJSAF Band Program.

ON TIlE LIGHTER
SIDE
Editor’s Note: This new collunin, as large
as necessary, will contain articles from
our Spouses on topics to be determined
by them. We invite all to contribute
whatever they think will be of interest to
others.
FAVORITE RECIPES
ART, POEFRY

--
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OPINIONS AND LETTERS
TO TIlE EDITOR
This section, as large as necessary, will
be reserved for those who have some
thing to say about anything at all which
might be of interest to our readers. The
letters will not be edited. Names of
authors will be printed. No annonymous
letters accepted.
We will also invite and encourage
responses to the letters we print, from
people with differing opinions.
Pne S

