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Personals

Gary deKier
I just recently retired from the Air Force

Band of the Rockies. I am now the
Associate Music Director at the USAFA
Cha.

John Goodwin
I’m playing a lot of tennis; keeps me off

the streets. Best wishes to all.

Mary Turner
Recently I had the privilege of attending

the USAF Band concert under the
direction of Col. Lowell Graham, at the
King Center in Cocoa, FL. May 15.
To my surprise I sat in the same row

next to Ken Grasley, Brenda and Charlie
Alemeda and his wife. It was nice to be
able to chat with these former band
friends before and after this wonderful
musical concert

I talked with Lou Kjiebel and told him
about the enclosed letter to the editor I
bad seen in our local paper, which by the
way states my seuthneats exactiy. 1-Ic
suggested I send it to you for inclusion in
the next CODA. Reprinted below
Our son Rob will be 45 this coming

September. He is presently a consultant
for Global One and was in finissels.
Frankfurt. Kiev last week and this week
back in Moscow for the second time.

I plan to fly up to Bethesda. MD the
weekend of July 11th to visit him, Susan
and Susan’s parents from Shepshed,
England. They placed flowers on Bob’s
grave the week before Memorial Day.

Reprinted from "florida Today". June 3,
1997
For all of us who had the wonderful

fortune to attend the USAF Band concert
commemorating Glenn Miller, it was a
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memorable day. To put it mildly, the place was "Jumping" as we were taken on a
nostalgic trip into our past.
Our thoughts varied from remembering old friendships, to good times, bad times and

bittersweet ones. We all were young again, and more than one teary eye was visible as
we traveled down memory lane.
How well we women remembered the hairdo of the ‘40’s, as well as the attire. The band

and vocalists are impressively talented a i. itz commander and conductor.

Johnny Osiecki
I have a steady piano gig, once a week, practice 2 hours a day and play golf 3 times a

week. This is a nice schedule!
Occasionally I reminisce about my career with The USAF Band. I’ll have a couple

drinks and put on tapes of the .-irmen of Note. While listening I’ll have several more
drinks and then I’ll put on my uniform and stand in front of a mirror and conduct. Then
when Pm really loaded, I start taking requests. Of course this story is a little exaggerated.
As you can tell. alter 30 years of rctrement I still miss the band and all the line musi
cians associated with it.

I enjoy the CODA and hope to attend the next reunion!

Les Brown, Bob Kur, Arnald Gabriel, and Dale Underwood, all Ithaca
College alutns. at the 50th anniversary gala of the McLean Orchestra. Bob Kur presented
Gabriel with his alumni association award at this event.
Col. Arnald D. Gabriel is the recipient of the alumni association’s Lifetime Achieve

ment Award to honor his distinguished achievements in music. During his 36-year
military career ite served as commander/conductor of the internationally known USAF
Band, as well as the Air Force’s symphony orchestra.
Gabriel is currently conductor and music director of the McLean Orchestra in Virginia.

lie tctcn.cJ an ttuuuraty tkjut,i,u- ,ituIc From [knot Colkgc in 1989. imhl to
attend the ceremony because of a previous commitment. Gabriel was presented with his
award in Virginia by College trustee Robert E Kur ‘70.

Coda Paeel



Then and Now

1953-55
1955-57
1957-60
1960-62
1962-64
1964-67
1967-69
1969-70

1943-1948 Played violin in Rote! Orchestras and Combos for
USC camp shows, Hospital troupes. resorts.
1948-53 Instrumentalist. Violin. USAF Symphony

527th AF Band, Pope AFB. NC, WOJG.,
Commander
600th AF Band, Clark AFB, Philippines
6IZthAF Rand, FJsworth AFB, SD
505th AF Band, Chanute AFB, IL
7 Eileson AFB, AK
AF Band of the West, Lackland AFB. TX
7 LowrvAFB,CO
564th AF Band. Langley AFB, VA
NORAD Rand, at AFB, Colorado Springs. CO

Retired 1970
I was a free lance violinist and Elementary/Fligh school teacher in
Phoenix, AZ until 1986. Now I am fully retired and enjoying
cruises, traveling, sailing, fishing and Jive in San Diego. I enjoy
opera and symphony performances in the San Diego area and
driving the Baja peninsula to our Condo overlooking the Sea of
Cortez in Mexico.

NOTE: The Editor apologizes/or the crummy photo reproduc
tions in this issue. Compute Scanners are unfriendly at best!
1 hope to have theprob/em correctedfor the next issue!

THEN: Thjs snapshot was taken on Christmas day 1945 at Malir
Cantonment in the Sind Desert a few miles from Karachi then in
India where I was stationed at Repple-Depple #3, India-Burma
Theater, with the 547th AAF Band. The idea for the somewhat
exotic if not erotic costume was a result of a party at the base
"Three - point - two "Club on Xmas eve At some point dining
the evening’s festivities, two of my fellow bandsmen and I learned
that two 2 camels were to be at the Service Club next morning
to lend a bit of holiday atmosphere anybody smelled a camel?.
Well, to make a long story longer, our tiny minds, aided by

copious quaffings of the infamous beverage featured at the 3.2
club, batched a plan to aid in the celebration on the morrow, and
also, through the miracle of the Brownie camera, to have some
material for cards come Christmas 1946-- assuming that by then
we would no longer be in the land of the mongoose and cobra.
Sooooo. next morning when we finally awoke, we immediately
set to work preparing costumes and signs.
Alas, by the time we reached the Service Club the ships of the

desert had come and gone. Undaunted, we did have some photos
taken before we put the sheets back on our bunks.
Readers of the CODA are invited to take advantage of dual

utilization of the accompanying snapshot. By placing a thumb
washed over the upper part of my torso some idea may be gotten
as to how I may have looked as an infant -- before housebreaking.
For those not interested in infants, infantry or infanticide, this
same photo without the thumb is suitable for use on dart boards.

NOW: The other photo is of one and the same band cat without
the sheets and one who survived more than thirty years of Army,
AM. and USAF Bands, plus countless war stories at RARS4
reunions. 7 put in my time with no less than fourteen 14 bands -

- half at one end of a trumpet and half at the other end. For the
past fourteen years I have resided in an old folks’ borne--
euphemistically called Judson Park Retirement Community. Of
count, I lied about my age and painted my hair gray to qualify
for admittance.

Joel Sanger

"Bethlehem or Bust"

Henry Uhiand
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