
CODA
RETIRED USAF BRNOLERDERS

fiND SUPERINTENDENTS SOCIETY
j’onnbeb 1980

JUL AUG SEP 1998 VOL XV!!! No.3

USAF Band History "I REMEMBER".,,.
Harry Gleeson .. .has committed to

writing a comprebensive history of the
USAF Band. This will obviously include
many items from all Air Force Bands, as
our mission was one and the same.
So far, he has collected over 500 photos,

and is anxiously awaiting more from the
archives of sources formerly unheard of!
He will be contacting many of you

personally for excerpts, anecdotes, and
other first hand information necessary for
an accurate and personal history of the
program since 1942.
His commitment is to be admired! His

dedication has taken on massive propor
tions, and the effort involved will be time
consuming.
Harry worked for a year and a hallin the

Bands Branch in the Pentagon. He says that
experience was most pleasurable since he
learned about all of us "out in the field," and
what the entire Band Program was all
about!

ills enthusiasm seems to be unlimited.
Two of the photos in this issue came from
his archives! I trust all who read this will
be eagerly awaiting his call to contribute to
this worthy cause’ Ed.

The Retired Air Force Musicians reunion.
RAFM VI, was a resounding success. Aug
19-23 in Colorado Springs saw 299 retired
members and spouses, guests as we say in
south Louisiana "Pass a good time"
together.
Ken Schinstiae, Chainnan, tells me that

his committee was very pleased with the
schedule, attendance, and that generally,
everything went very, very well!

The committee was
Ken Schinstine, Chairman
Margaret Schinstine
Fred and Bonnie Correll
Gary and Emma De KIer
Phil and Gladys Perry
Chris and Janet Walters
Keith McCurdy

After the Band of the Rockies concert, an
afterglow was held at the Raddisson, and of
course a "session" included Bill l3arhier,
drums, Chuck Gardner, piano, Hank Weber,
bass. Joining the group was Johnnie
Osiecki. and many others.
Ken Schinstine reports; "Thc most

important thing! observed was the quality
time made available for visiting old friends
and making new ones. The restaurant,
lounge and lobby of the hotel were all
together under an atrium roof, providing a
great environment for visiting.
Thirty one states were represented by the

attendees.
The next reunion will be held in the year

2000 at Myrtle Reach, SC. The Chairman
is John Norse.

This is a new column, one which I
sincerely hope will "fly." My heartfelt
congratulations to Dick Daugherty for
responding to my last plea for input to this
publication? My sincere thanks, Dick!

"1 remember by Dick Daugherty
"Being taken under his wing by MSGT

Cedric Smith when Iwas an 18 year old
kid. Eight years lain "Sminy" worked for
me but was still teaching me. What a
soldier!"
"Strapping on parachutes and loading the

604th AF Band into a C-47. .. and flying
from Maxwell AFB to Craig AFB for a base
parade...adistanceofabout50roadmiles. I
couldn’t figure it out but as a PFC, no one
consulted with me."
"Charles Vesely and I playing a trumpet

duet called "Ida and Dottie." As I recall,
Mr. Vesely was Ida and I was Dottie."
"Playing in a pit orchestra with lAlcky

Borland for a show in which 1cm Dawson
was dancing. Lucky said "I’m going to
marry her," and 89 days later he did!"

"Ed D’Allbnso and Buddy De Franco
jamming before 6,000 people at Ak-AR-
BEN in Omaha with no rehearsal."
‘Herman Vincent and I arriving at the

SAC Band office withdifferent uniforms.
He had the mess dress uniform and I bad
tails and a white shirt and tie. Vince said
"If it’s abiggig.youtakeit." llostandhe
satin the audience and giggled."
"Loy Ebersole dancing around the grill as

be prepared steaks. He was the MASTER!"
"Playing the "Evolution of Jazz" before

130.000 people in Berlin’s Olympic
Stadium with the Third AF Band from
London. The people wouldn’t let us leave
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