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Nothing could be finer than to be
in Carolina... (Myrtle Beach, that is!)

Reunion 2000 Chairman
John Norse and wife Phyllis

Reunion 2000 was a Blast!

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, August, 2000. Over 150 United States Air Force Retired
Musicians and their spouses gathered at the Litchfield Beach and Golf Resort for the sixth musi-
cians reunion which was hosted by John and Phyllis Norse. Thanks you guys for a great

reunion!

The four day reunion was highlighted by a 50’s and 60’s musical review presented by the
very talented Air Force Blue Aces group from the Langley Air Force Base Band. Other events
included a welcome reception, golf tournament, bus trip to Charleston, South Carolina, a shop-
ping trip to the discount shops, and a wonderful time of renewing old friendships.

Although the next reunion will be held in California in the
year 2002, a specific city has not yet been decided. Larry
Lawrence and Dick Bordy will be the co-chairman for the
event. Your CODA staff will keep you informed as plans
develop.

Editor’s Note: Harry Gleeson will be
writing a new series of articles for the
CODA spotlighting many of the Air
Force musicians of past years. Look for
Spotlight on page 3 of this issue.
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First Row: Carl Costenbader, Larry Z. Smith, Richard A. VanSice, Robert E. Eggestein, Amold E. Schafer, Ted E. Asheraft, Howard A. Merrick, Arthur E. Gilmore,

Nicholas A Rossi, William A. Stokes, Jr.
Second Row: Clayton A. Brant, Joel D. Folsom, Richard C. Dougherty, Brent J. Morley, William R. Goode, George E. Mardorf, Cosmo C. Conte, Kenneth B.
Schinstine.

Jon D. Charleston, Donnald C. Anderson, Albert J. Tronti, Carl A. Hardee, Archie B. Wilson.

Third Row: James J Byme, Richard F. Beery, Lee D. Amett,

Fourth Row: Forest A. Ray, Gerald E. Light, John A. Mutu, William A. Roscoe, Gene D. Miller, Donald C. Kimble, Rex J. Williams, Roger W. Sims.

Personals...

From Tom Watts: Seems like yesterday..
members of the Shaw Band were summoned to augment the Langley Band for a TDY to, of all place
rally.

It was a real experience to travel all that distance in a very cramped C130 and being treated to an endless dissertation...Costy’s
famed (infamous) Rienzi trumpet! We peons from Luke and Shaw were a captive audience...the Langleyites had been previously

indoctrinated. : .
I wonder how many of the current members reading this CODA remember that sojourn? I know Gene Egge will never forget the

famous camouglaged ‘ditches*, John Goodwin remembers the sand/dust storm of the century, and Carl Toler learned first hand
(sic) that drinking room temperature (read: hot) Budweiser and needing to visit an Iranian military base restroom (read: bomb

sight latrine) don’t mix.

That three weeks TDY was a real eye-opener
traveling to an exotic locale, and looking forward to
that first time! In my nearly 30 years, I never regrette
Greer, Costenbader, Dieter, Thurston, Sanger, Dries
best NCOs: Lemelin, Tardy, Schinstine, Pomeroy, Compton Wilson, Rawl, and countl
fondest memories of our late colleagues: Don Kraft (Yes, the greatest entertainer), Big Daddy
LeBeau, and so many more!
Excerps from a letter to Herman Vincent from Ray Toler: ...physically, I'm great; still have an aversion to flying which I hope

will subside. It’s really difficult to go very far without flying. Wish we had rail service like Europe!
Catherine and T went (o Little Rock on June 1 for the Memorial Service and Reunion of the Survivors of AA1420 T was a bit ap-

prehensive, however I'm extremely glad we went. The hardest part was going out to the hanger and seeing the plane in four seg-

ments — that’s the way it broke apart. The back portion in which [ was riding is totally burned out, no seats, overhead luggage area
continued on page 3

it was the spring of 1963 when I and two others from the Luke Band along with two
s, Iran...pre Ayatollah natu-

for a first termer like me. Working with great musicians (like the aforementioned),
more excursions like that probably contributed most to my deciding to re-up
d that first decision to re-enlist. I was fortunate to work with the best CO’s:

Knudsen, Hoff, Carl, Schmidt, Peterson, and Chavallard; some of the
ess others; and I have nothing but the

John Lowry, Bruce Carter, Dick







