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"Congratulations to the Air Force in

naming LTC Alan Bonner Commander/ The TAC Band was featured on NBC’s “Today Show on November 21, 1990. The show

was broadcast from the flight deck of the USS Roosevelt and included a number of feature

Conductor of the USAF Band. No better
choice could have been made. Col Bonner
will carry on the high standards of the Air
Force Band, and in time exceed them. As a
former conductor of the USAF Band,
nothing gives me more pleasure than to see
the band climb to new heights and to set
new standards. I know that all the readers
of the CODA will join me in looking
forward to having Col Bonner recreate the
dream of General “Hap” Arnold when he
ordered me to build the “Best Damn Band
in the World.” Ibelieve Col Bonner is the
man who can do it.

I'm still struggling with my book.
Eventually I will have all the material, but
putting it together is another matter. If you
ever have the urge to write your autobiog-
raphy, think about it twice, then find the
nearest tree, buy a horse and a lasso.
Throw one end of the lasso over a tree
branch, tie the other end around your neck,
climb aboard the beast, dig in the spurs (if
you have some) and away goes the horse.
It will be much easier that way as well as
making history for the CODA."...GSH

ButLEr R. ErTeL

"Many thanks for all your good efforts on
behalf of the RAFBL organization...your
salary shoud be doubled, or would you
prefer your retirement doubled?

When your recent updated roster arrived,
I took the time to peruse it carefully and
was astonished to learn that I knew 43
friends and acqukaintances. Amazing,
considering that I left the Air Force in
1953!

Hope to see all of you in 1992"...BRE

stories on Operation Desert Shield.

The TAC Band has been supporting troops arriving home from operation Desert Storm.
In February one group performed for President Bush and returning troops at Seymour
Johnson AFB, NC. In March, the ceremonial group played at Langley for the return of the
First Fighter Wing. In April they played for returning planes of the 9th Air Force at Shaw
AFB, SC.

On March 1, 1991 the concert band performed for the Maryland Music Educator’s
National Conference in Ocean City MD.

In January, a “Ceremonial Music” Compact Disc was recorded. Still in production, this
disc will contain the most complete collection of ceremonial music ever produced by an
Air Force Band.

Two new recordings were completed last October at Ogden Hall, Hampton University.
The latest recording “Christmas in Hampton Roads” was sent to all PBS stations across the
country.

The Brass Quintet performed over 75 engagements during the Christmas season 1990.

157H Air Force Banp
March AF Base, CA

1990 marked the Centennial anniversary of Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks and the
50th anniversary of Kings Canyon National Park - - all in the Heart of the Sierras.

To celebrate this historic event the 15th AF Band of the Golden West has produced
SiErrA WINTER - CoNTRAILS OVER THE RANGE OF LIGHT. As far a5 we are aware this
recording charts some unexplored territory for all of the Air Force Bands. We’ve com-
posed original music works in a New Age/Jazz Fusion style to depict a pilot’s impres-
sions flying from March AFB, CA north over the Sierras.

Another recording, “Guarding a Heritage,” is primarily a narrative history of the 15th Air
Force. It includes sections which feature the band.

SAC BAND HISTORIAN NEEDS HELP

A 1C Craig Villani is researching the history of the SAC Band. If you have any: pictures,
programs, news clippings, or other documents on the band, please send them to him c/o
The SAC Band, Offutt AFB, NE 68113-5000. Craig will have them duplicated and send
the originals back to you. Current endeavors include finding pictures of CWO Frederic,
Capt Maniscalco, Major Greer, LTC Roland and the leaders of the band when it was at
Andrews AFB, MD and before. He is also looking for any old Army/Navy magazines. If
you have any information or questions, please contact him.
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