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Merry Christmas
' and
Happy New Year
To All the Members
of
The USAF Retired Band
Directors and
Superintendents Society
1994
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Alf Heiberg ~ Edward V. D’Alfonso
Ft. Lauderdale Herald, September LOST AND FOUND
12 Lt. Col. Edward Vincent

Lt. Col. Alf Heiberg, founder
of the first Army Air Corps band in

1941, died Friday in Fort Lauderdale, |

where he had lived for 31 years.
Heiberg, 89, served more

than 20 years in the Army and USAF, |

became chief of air force bands
during World War Il and later was
honored by the Air Force in ceremo-
nies commemorating the 40th and
50th anniversaries of the founding
the Air Force band. :

Heiberg, a member of the
Retired Officers' Association,
received the Legion of Merit from the
Air Force and the Army Commenda-
tion Medal.

He was born in Grand Forks,
ND in 1905, and lived in Washington,
DC and Minneapolis before moving to
For Lauderdale in 1963.

He is survived by his wife of
31 years, Mary; two nieces,
Patricia Berg of Minneapolis and
Virginia Mulcare of Hayward, CA;
and five nephews: Hoff Heiberg Jr. of
Minneapolis; Eric Heiberg of Holland ,
MI; Irving Heiberg of Bullet, WI;
Robert Heiberg of Hayward, CA; and
Vemn Heiberg of Portland, OR.

Burial will be at Arlington
National Cemetery in Virginia.

The family asked that contri-
butions, in place of flowers, be made
to the First United Methodist Church
of Ft. Lauderdale, or another charity.

David Mcllhatten writes:
Among the old timers who attended
the funeral were — Harry and
Eleanor Meuser, Carl and Ruth
Costenbader, Arnald Gabriel, George
Dietz, Norman Irvine, Lou and Mickey
Kriebel. The full Military honors
consisted of a horse drawn caisson,
honor guard, the Ceremonial Band
(enlarged)from Bolling AFB and a
firing squad. Col. Heiberg was buried
in an area where there are a number

Coda

D’Alfonso (Ret.), 63, a native of
Monessen, PA, died September 27,
1994. He retired as a musician/
teacher August 6, 1974, after 20
years with the US Air Force. He was
a member of the Airmen of Note and
retired as Commander /Conductor of
the TAC Band, Langley AFB, VA. He
graduated with a BA in music from
Duquesne University.

Survived by his wife, Helen
Alyce D’Alfonso, of Yorktown; a
daughter, Debra D’Alfonso LeMoal, of
Palm Harbor, FL.; a brother, Julius
D’Alfonso, of Monessen, PA; a
grandson, David Andrew LeMoal, of
Palm Harbor, FL; and a sister, Alice
Rechichar, of Monessen, PA.

Services were held at the
Langley AFB Chapel, with the ACC
Band providing the music, which was
inspirational.

Memorials to: Ed D'Alfonso
Music Scholarship Fund, Christopher
Newport University, 50 Shoe Lane,
Newport News, VA, 23606.

“ A lifetime of love of music,
friends and family. A great and kind
man!”

We will all remember the
highly successful Williamsburg
reunion as a memorial to Ed!

One of our members, Joe Losh, is
trying his best to obtain a copy of the
march written by Chemnetsky. Title:
March of the Guards Mortrmen. “
Since Joe directs the Legion Post All
Sousa Band in New York, he would like
to program the piece and help this new
march gain national recognition. He
believes a copy of it was presented to
either the Academy Band or one of the
other bands. Anyone knowing how he
could obtain a copy, please let him
know.

CONGRESSIONAL RETIREMENT
PACKAGE

from the Dec 94 TROA magazine

“| wonder if our retired mili-
tary members are aware of the
largess that Congress members have
bestowed upon themselves in their
retirement package.

In a recent article, syndicated
columnist Jack Anderson wrote: “In
general, congressional pensions are
two to three times as generous as
those in the private sector, with those
retiring in 1995 starting with an
annual pension of $60,600.00. The
average lifetime benefit package is
$1.9 million, thanks in part to a 4
percent annual cost -of -living allow-

ance that helps make the plan inflation-

proof.”

While Congress delays our COLA

and sometimes eliminates it, members
of Congress are assured of a 4 percent
raise annually. They don't need to

vote themselves a pay raise each year.

| think that we should really jump on
our members of Congress about this 4
percent COLA in particular.””

Maj. James R. Wilson, AUS-Ret, Flippin
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