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D0NAW M. KRAFF
b. 1920 - d. Oct 29,1996

Don was born in Deuoit, MI and moved
withhisfamilyto San Antonio in the 1930’s.
A life long musician, he first neat on the
road with a band in 1936and played profes
sionally for the next 60 years. lie was with
the Army Air Corps Band in W.W. II, and
re-joined the Air Force in 1951, for whom
he played and conducted throughout the
United States and Europe. He retired as
Chief Master Sergeantin 1970. Upon retir
ing to San Antonio from the Air Force, Don
played and taught many kinds of music,
from classical to big band to Dixieland.
Don was an active member of the San An
tonio Musicians Union, for whomhe sen-ed
as President and as Secretary. Don was
married to Bettie for 45 years. from 1950 to
her death in 1995. He is survived by his
daughter. Dianne NI. Kraft; and his son-in
law, L Scott Whitebird; as well as by stu
dents, friends and lovers omusic. Every
one come! Musicians: bring your instru
ments. Let’s have a Memorial Jam! 3:00
EM. Friday. November 1, 1996 in Sunset
Funeral ChapeL

PERSONALS

Dick Hartley
It was sad news to hear, about Bill and

Don, but I sometimes tbrget we are all
getting older, and in Don’s case, be was
quiteabitolderthanme. Ilewasaiwaysone
of my Favorite memories from Air Force
days. partly I am sure because I was sta
tioned with him twice and have more funny
stories to remember about him. In addition
to England, we were at Luke AFB in Mi
zona for a while. I probably never will
forget his rendition of the "1-listory of the
Saxophone" he used to do as a part of the
club gigs. He certainly was a character, a
living Sergeant Bilko, in cvefl way. Even
though I haven’t seen him in probably 25-
30 years, I will miss him.

I Harold Hoyt
God forhid I be accused of planning

ahead, but I havearequest omy Air Force
Musical Comrades in Arms. Come January
1. 19971 will have completed thirty years.
count ‘em, thirty in what the late, humor
ous Major General Foulois USA ret usu
ally referred to as his "Civil Confinement."
Thirty years is a long time, in or out of the
service. General Foulois claimed to be the
first militarypilot as he took flying lessons
from the Wright Brothers by correspon
dence. Isuppose it would be pushiagita bit
to call him Father of the Air Force, but
surely he qualifies as Grandfather. I guess
my claim to fame is that J used a baton that

the guy I bought it huw stud it Was
from one owned by Leonard Bernstein.
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BILL L*Bgtrrr*
b. 1931- d. Oct31. 1996

CMSGTret Bill Laflrutta,age65,passed
away comfortably at his home on October
31, l99óafierafoursear batde withcancer.
He retired from the IJSAF with 26 years of
distinguished service. After the military.
Bill transitioned into the insurance career
field where he became the Vice President of
Personnel for the Pan American Accep
twice Corporation. He is survived by his
wifel3ve;sons,Boh,John,andStcve;daugh-
ter-in-law, Leslie; grandchildren. Bradley,
l3rittney. and Lauren; along with a multi
itide of lowing friends and cicnded family
members. A Memorial Service in Bill’s
honorwas held onmursday.November7at
Mission Park Funeral Chapels North, San
Antonio, TX. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorial contributions be made
in Bill’s name to the American Cancer
Society or a charity of your choice.

Bill was stationed at Lackland. Palm
Beach, Bushy Park England. Newfound
land, Offutt. March, Ramstein, McGuire,
as well as at Ft Meade with the Bi-Centen
thai band.

The Fast Lane
Major Dennis Layendecker.CC of the USAFE Band was just selected for Lt. Colonel one

yearearly! lie was selectedfor Major two years early. He then attended ACSC in residence,
graduated with top honors and became a faculty member at Air University for a year before
his present assignment in Germany. Totally IMPRESSIVE! Congratulations!
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