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HAPPY HOLIDAYS !

PERSONALS

Hank and Laura Uhland

In the merry month of June 1998, the
hapless citizens of Kiev, capital of Ukraine,
were mistreated to an impromptu recital by
a hirsute member of the Retired United
States Air Force Bandleaders and Supenn-
tendents Society (hereinafter referred to as
RUSAFBSS in a semi-noble effort to
conserve space il not sanity). While sight-
secing, we heard the sounds of music as we
approached the banks of the Dnieper and,
lo, we soon discovered the source of the
dulcet melodies.

The sounds came from a short accordion-
ist and a tall trumpeter performing behind
an open trumpet case (salted with a few
kopeks). To preclude driving the two artists
into a higher tax bracket, my wife and I
decided to talk rather than donate -- hence,
through our interpreter-guide we began a
rather tenuous conversation which resulted
in the hirsute member of the RUSAFBSS
borrowing the tall one's Bb misery tube. (I
had long wanted to play in Kiev on the
banks of the Dnieper).

The performance opened with a some-
thing-less-than-soundtrack-fidelity rendition
of that ime-honored Russian folk song,
"Lara's Theme" from the film “Doktor
Zhivago" in Bb. My wife, who is of
Ukrainian descent and whose name is
Laura, wept throughout. (I thought she was
touched by my artistry; she was merely
wanting to get to a ladies' room).

The Dr. Z selection was followed by the
first variation of Herbert L. Clarke's
arrangement of "The Carnival of Venice"
chosen because all the runs can be played
(almost) with the first valve. My wife
continued to weep.

Coda

The program ended with that old Ukrai-
nian favorite, "When the Kommissars Come
Marching In." More tears. (The end came
none too soon: lips of the consistency of
overcooked borscht and my range of a
minor second were beginning to tell).

Critics raved (and ranted), dogs barked,
babies bawled and vodka sales at the local
tavernski shot to an all-time high!

Mary Turner

from the Titusville, FL, Star Advocate, May
20, 1998

Mary Turner, past regent of the Indian
River Chapter of the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution,
joined 40 other members of Florida chapters
on a two-day bus ride to Washington, DC o
attend the recent 107th congress of the
national organization.

On a Sunday afternoon, they attended a
memorial service for deceased members.
On Monday through Friday, there were
moming and afternoon business meetings,
with evenings set aside for entertainment.

On Monday evening, the Marine Ceremo-
nial Band placed for the group. On Tuesday
evening the Air Force Ceremonial Band
performed. This was the same band that
Turner's late husband, Chief Master Sgt.
Robert A. Turner, had conducted from
1951 to 1970. So there were many memo-
rnes.

Afterward, she had the opportunity to talk
with the present director, Chief master Sgt.
Bill Sine. On Wednesday night, the music
of the Marine Ceremonial Band was
enjoyed and on Thursday , the Navy
Ceremonial Band finished the week of great

Continued on page 2

TAPS
Eldridge "Bob™” Bunton

Bob died October 15, 1998 at home. He
was born in Michigan and retired in Palm
Harbor, Florida in 1971. He was a self
employed certified financial planner. He
retired from the Air Force with the rank of
Chief Warrant Officer (CWO 4) and
conducted the Air Force "Airmen of Note."
He attended the Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection, Palm Harbor. Survivors
include his wife, Joanne; three daughtrers,
Barbara Bunton, Palm Harbor, Jan Valen-
tine, St. Petersburg, and Kathy MacIntosh,
Sneads; two sons, Rick Bunton, Palm
Harbor, and Al Ebeling, Lakeland; three
brothers, Chuck, Sebastian, and Jack of
Pennsylvania; and three grandchildren.

Adam "Ben" Shaffer, Jr.

Adam Shaffer, 83, died Sept. 26, 1998 at
Wesley Long Hospital.

Mr. Shaffer was bom Oct. 1, 1914 in
Penn, PA. He held degrees from Carnegie
Institute of Technology and The University
of Hawaii. A professional musician, he was
a band director in the USAF for over 20
years. He then became a High School band
teacher. He was an avid woodworker.

He is survived by his wife, Merlin
Cunningham Shaffer; brother, John Shaffer;
sister, Jane Hershorin; sister, Ruth
Loughney-Mook; daughter, Melissa
Maernik and husband , George of Norwalk,
CT; son, Ben of Greensboro; grandchildren,
Jennifer and Lauri Brunton, Jeremy and
Jared Shaffer.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
contributions be made to Pet Animal
Welfare Society, PO Box 7428, Wilton, CT
06897.
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