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LEflERS TO THE EDITOR
AF Academy hosts Russian Bandleader

"Read an article in CODA about
Chernetsky who is described as the Russian
Sousa.
Chernetsky was the Czars Band Director
and in 1919 when the revolution started he
Phyllis Williams
escaped
and left behind his wife, an accom
P.O. Box 2245, Merrifield, VA 22116
703/698-9535
plished pianist and composer, and a son who
was an officer in the Czars household guards.
Sarah
Thompson
John &
His son was slain protecting the palace.
13435 Kingeman Rd., Woodbridge, VA 22193
In the late ‘20’s, Chernetsky showed up in
703/590-2334
the lower East side of Manhattan in New York
City. My father, a tuba player, helped him set
PERSONALS
up a concert band for concerts and some record
ings on the "Brunswick Label." He visited my
Lou and Micki Kriebel
father’s home many times for dinner and gave
On July 6, we left for the United Kingdom
me some trumpet lessons when I was about 10
via American Airlines. Arrived at Heathrow
years old. He was a Baritone player and played
Airport in London and were met by friends.
for me many times and once showed me a plati
Stayed in London for two days and then went by num
baton presented to him by the Czar.
train to Bournemouth, near Poole and did some
If possible I would like the address of MG
sight-seeing and visited with retired friends.
Nikolai Mikhailov. I may be in the area next
Two days later we returned to London and then
year with the American Winds Concert Band.
to Aberdeen via a 125 mph train. Friends from
Joe Losh
Peterhead on the North Sea met us and we
travelled to their home by car. This friend was
the host for a tour in the area by my band from Ed note: Joe Losh went on to become a trumpet
Bushy Park back in 1964. We visited some of
player with Merle Evans and The Ringling Bros.
the sites once again. We also visited Balmoral
Circus Band!
castle. Stopped in Aberdeen to visit more old
friends, then returned to London. On to
Wargrave where the regatta is held at Henly on
the Thames. Went by and saw our old home in CODA is the unofficial publication of the Retired Air
Force Bandleaders and Superintendents Society.
Eastcote, Ruislip. We attended the 40th anni
Louis Kriebe4 Editor, 5647 Rosewall Cir., Leesburg, FL
versary of Micki’s girlfriend in London and
34748, Ph 904/728-5966
returned home on Jul 26.
Herman Vincent, Publisher, 4126 Heyd Ave., Lake
Charles, Let 70605, Ph 318/478-6091
cont’d on Page 3.
Anthony & Tony Zavarella
P.O. Box 519, Oxon Hill, MI 20745
301/894-1967
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BIOGRAPHY
This i. the first in a series ofBicgnzphies on Active Duty
Personnel.

Lt Col Richard A. Shelton
Lt. Col Shelton is the Commander and
Conductor of the Air Force Band of Flight,
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH.
Col Shelton was born in Alamagordo, NM
on 26 June 1949 and graduated from the Uni
versity of Arizona School of Music in 1971. He
received a Master of Music Education degree
from Auburn University in 1978.
Col Shelton received his Air Force com
mission through the ROTC program in 1971 and
began his military career as an administrative
officer for SAC’s 19th Bombardment Wing at
Robins AFB, GA. He successfully completed the
AF Bandleader audition in 1972 and was as
signed as deputy commander of the ATC band
at Lackland AFB TX.
In 1973 he was assigned as Commander of the
13th AF Band, Clark AFB, Philippines. In 1975
he assumed command of the AU band at Max
well. In 1980 he was transferred to McGufre to
command the "Air Force Band of the East."
From 1981-84 he was director of the TAC Band
at Langley. Following completion of Command
and Staff College in 1985, he returned to Robins
as Commander of the AF Band of the Reserve.
He assumed his present position in Jan 1988.
He has led bands on tours in Portugal,
Thailand, Taiwan and the Philippines. He was
awarded the key to the City of Montgomery, AL
and selected as one of the Outstanding Young
Men in America in 1983.
He is an accomplished Trumpet player,
performing in concert and jazz bands through
out CA AZ AL GA and VA. He has guest con
ducted bands, served as clinician and adjudica
tor for musical competitions from the East Coast
to the Far East.
He has been awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal with 5 clusters, the AF Commen
dation Medal, AFOUA, with 2 clusters. He
resides in Beavercreek OH with his wife Stacia,
and children, Jerianne and John.

RAFM W
Ed DAlfonso needs your help finding the current
addresses of the following..send information to

Ed D’Alfonso, 104 seven hollys drive, Yorktown,
VA 23692.
Barton, Bob
Benedetto, Mrs. Charles
Breckman, J
Dillehay, Dale
Dodge, John
Ferrara, John
Fowler, Charles
Garbo, Carmelo
Henry, Joseph
Hodge, Victor
Ladnier, Ralph
Lorentzen, Archie
Love, John
Markley, Robert
McCurdy, James
Novak, David
Pirko, William
Poore, John
Rapp, Michael
Reed, Richard
Rego, George
Revels, Jack
Richardson, Samuel
Schor, Joe
Schultz, Lyndon
Sesing, Walt
Starzynski, Richard
Sullivan, Eugene
Titerence, Wayne
Williams, Michael
Zat, Robert
AF BANDSMAN BECOMES
COMMANDANT
OF NCO ACADEMY AT MARCH Y BASE
CMSGT Robert Vasquez began his career
as a bandsmen with the band at March in 1972.
After serving with eight AF bands throughout
the US and Pacific, he returned to the band at
March AFB. In March of 1993 he was named as
Commandant, March NCO Academy, Air Mobil
ity Command
Ed. Congratulations!
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PERSONALS, Cont’d
Joel Sanger
Just returned from a two week tour of
Israel, and it was an experience bf a lifetime.
United Holy sites of all Faiths Golan Heights
to Elath Eilat Red Sea Sea of Galilee at
Tiberias and the Mediterranean at Tel Aviv
Jaffa. Jerusalem was as one can visualize it.
Could have spent a month there. Hope you are
all well.
-

-

-

-

Nat Nathalie Sandford
In May I was visiting in Black Mountain,
NC and we went to a concert at Montrent by the
Air Force Heritage Band from Langley, and it
was wonderful, I introduced myself to Lt Col
Graham and asked if he would like a copy of
Ed’s poem with "America" as a background. He
said he was always interested in things like
that. So far,
I have not sent it and am ashamed of myself;
but seems I stay so busy. Wanted to give you a
little something to write about in the CODA! I
enjoy all the news in it even thought I don’t
know who some of the people are. By the way, I
have never seen such beautiful conducting as
done by Col Graham he is so very graceful and
professional.
-

Alleyne Kurtz
Thank you for your note and so many
thanks for the CODA. It’s so much fun reading
some names I know and knowing how they are
getting along and of course being able top
up with the two of you.
I live rather a quiet life -just my little
dog, "Schatze" and me rattling around in this
big old house! I’ll be here though, as long as I
have her then I’ll think of getting something
small and staffed with some help. At 79 one
just does not have the energy of a younger per
son. I still play in our bell choir at church and I
do some driving lbr other "little old ladies’ Like
myself except I’m not so little who need to get
somewhere and have no transportation. It’s fun
but I’m careful to stay off the Freeways! Any
way, I’m still independent, and enjoying my life
as much as possible.
-

-

Coda

I don’t "travel" any more, except as far as I can
drive. Arthritis has been my worst companion,
but I fight it with all my might! It’s something
one doesn’t ignore, but it is something one can
fight. I’m on physical therapy at a near-by
hospital most of the time and am doing fine, so
far. Good luck to you and all you wonderful
musicians. I think of all of you and that part of
my life with Sam with a mixture of sadness
and happiness. Sadness because it had to end,
but the happiest memories of my life. Love to
you all.
Anthony and Tony Zavarella new member
Received a copy of CODA. My favorite
expression at one time was: "I’ll meet you at the
CODA." Why Not!
I’m looking forward to seeing you at the
end of the month. It was sad that Glenn Orton
passed on, he took my place when I left the
USAF band.
Spent most of March in Europe, a week in
Frankfurt attending the music show "Mess?
whatever that means. I spent four days at
Boys town of Italy, just outside Rome. Repaired
and refurbished about thirty five of their band
instruments. They were pleased and quite
surprised that I even showed up with my repair
kit.
I see Bob Markley quite often, he’s doing
well and he still enjoys playing his horn.
Best to all.
Bob and Ann Chab new member
I retired 1 July 83 as Superintendent of
Low Brass with the USAF Band, and principle
Tuba. My wife, Ann, and I sang in the Mary
land Choral Society from 81-91, seven of those
years under Craig Jessop. Ann and I are now
50% of a vocal quartet for the 2nd Pres. Church
in Alexandria, VA, and for the last 10 years I
have been refurbishing and re-powering Jaguars
with Chevvy V 8’s.
Herman and Marilyn Vincent
Just returned from three weeks in Eu
rope. flew from Dallas into Madrid for a few
days, then on to Valencia, Spain to attend the
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PERSONALS, cont’d
WASBE World Association for Symphonic
Bands and Ensembles conference. Heard
bands and met people from all over the world.
Even ran into an old friend I hadn’t seen since
1955, a clarinetist in my band at Mitchell Field.
The Spanish Bands are fantastic and probably
the best kept secret in the world.
Then, via Eurail to Frankfurt where we
rented a car fbr two weeks and just drove
around central Germany, visiting Wiesbaden, of
course. Marilyn and I have always wanted to
go back since we left there in 1958. The old
band building at Wiesbaden Air Base is still
intact, as well as the requisitioned home down
town we lived in for two years. Also the
Swartzer-Boch Hotel, the Kurhaus and
Spielbank look exactly the same, both in and
out! Of course the trees are bigger. Hainerberg
housing is almost hidden by trees. Most of the
AF installations around Wiesbaden are being
closed by the Army. We drove down to
Kaiserslautern and had a nice visit with Roger
Sebby, USAFE Band.
We then spent a few days in Prague
where we "witnessed" a performance of the
Mozart Requiem, full orchestra and chorus,
from the choir loft of a 14th Century church!
Then on to Berlin, visiting Leipzig and Dresden
on the way.
My friend from here, an author of band
music books history accompanied us. An au
thor friend of his in Berlin invited us to attend a
concert by the Hq West Group Russian band one
evening. We were pretty tired and opted not to
go. He didn’t tell me until we returned to Lake
Charles, that he learned the next day that had
we gone, his friend had arranged for the Rus
sians to invite me up to guest conduct --that
they had already rehearsed National Emblem..
Oh Well.. We had a great time, in spite of the
Autobahn and the German drivers.
LACKLANI BAND HALL TO BE
NAMED
The new band building at Lackland, with
the approval of the Chief of Staff USAF will be
named The Colonel George S. Howard Band

Hall. Dedication ceremonies to be shortly after
the first of the year, according to Commander
Capt Steve Grimo. He will let us know the
dates as soon as possible. Plans also call for a
museum Memorabilia of the history of Air
Force Bands. More to come on this FIRST!

SAC Band 50th Anniversary
The last CODA contained some informa
tion about this, however we have learned that
the dates are, Sept 26-27,1993. Open House,
26th from 2-6PM at Oftiitt; Concert, Orpheum
Theater, 27th at 7:30PM, followed by a recep
tion. If you were a member of that organization,
or if you are in the area and would like to attend
any or all of the functions in conjunction with
this anniversary, please call the SAC Band,
Sgt. Monica Strief, 402/294-6046.
TO ALL MEMBERS
There comes a time when we all have to take a
look at our finances.
‘lb date, dues from active members accounted for
an income during this calendar year of $1,027.00. Ex
penses to date have been $962.14. This leaves us with a
balance of $64. 86, based on this years income. There
was a balance brought forward from last year of $209.27,
which leaves us an actual operating balance of S274 13, as
of August 18th, 1993.
Expenses

Printing
Postage:
Office:
Bank fees
‘Ibtal

374.85
398.83
168.51
19.95
962.14

Note: Office expenses are for copying paper for computer
layouts ofthe newsletter, envelopes, and miscellaneous
items. Thlephone calls between Lou and I to coordinate
the CODA are not reimbursed.
We do have new members joining, but probably
not enough to defray the cost of this issue and another in
December. Each issue is different and the cost varies,
however the avenge cost to print and mail is around
$175.00. Therefore, I believe we have three choices for
next year.
1. We can raise the dues to $15.00.
2. We can publish 4 CODA’s a year instead of 6. One
each quarter, instead of one every two months.
3. We can "wing it" for a while, and see what happens.
Both Lou and I would appreciate hearing from you
regarding this.
Vince
Page
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US Air Force Band of the Rockies
2302 Cadet Drive Suite 15
USAF Academy, Co 80840-6050
Phone: 719/472-2937
Schedule for concert band tour:
DATE
Oct

Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

PERFORMANCE SITE

10,
11,
12.
13,
14,
15,
16,
17,

93
93
93
93
93
93
93
93

Hudson Valley Community College, Troy, NY
Taconic High School, Pittsfield, MA
Civic Center, Fitchburg, MA
Concord High School, Concord, Nil
Kennebunk High School, Kennebunk, ME
Durfee High School, Fall River, MA
Westhill High Schbol, Stamford, CT
Capital Theater, Port Chester, NY

If you have any questions concerning any of the performaces,
please contact us. If you can make one of our shows,
please come up and say "hello" after the show.
Sincerely

H. Bruce Gilkes, LTC, USAF
Commander/Conductor
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