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RETIRED AIR FORCE MUSICIANS REUNION: The reunion will be 2,3 &
several of our society members
4 Aug 90 at Cob Spgs, CO
have said that they will be there
make your reservations
before
all
the
rooms
are
taken.
More details from the
JQ1f
reunion committee will be arriving for you soon. Look for
ward to seeing everyone there!
-

-

Lynne & Bob Kuzminski: Lynne was in-out of hospital from Jan
Apr 89. Final finding; a "chemical imbalance" from the
various medications. Treating that, she has recovered and
returned to her job with the Central Communications Systems.
choirs,
Bob still making music with full-time church job
brass, bells, strings and even a flute ensemble.
-

-

Vi & Frank Lockwood: Doing great and looking the same. Frank
golfing every day; Bob Allee joins him once a week. Vi
enhancing the view of the pooi & shopping. However, they
take a minute break and make the commissary run once a
month. Looking forward to the Cob Spgs, reunion.
Maxine & Curt Parsons: The Romans say "Tempus Fugit" and we say
"Had we known we would live so long, we would have taken
better care of ourselves." Life is still enjoyable, but at
a slower pace. Maxine still works while Curt is Chief House
Boy and dog walker. We spent a week at Carlsbad by-the-sea,
a short trip to Mexico, visits to the theatre in Los Angeles
and two days at Catalina Island. Our final trip the end of
November, will be to try our luck at the gambling machines
in Las Vegas.
Betty & Len Burt: We did take our Fall trip and it was Oregon,
Washington and British Columbia for 3 weeks. We were in
Victoria BC for our 40th Wedding Anniversary and in Vancover
when the earthquake struck. No damage here in Fresno. Len
is still playing golf three times a week and we keep on the
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go all the time. He’ll be 70 in April so I’ll take him to
Monterey to play golf. Ft Ord has two great courses over
there and of course lots of civilian courses.
I’m still doing part-time work at the wood shop
George Dietz:
and on my own, doing some restoration slow work but inter
esting and a challenge, frames for stain glass windows,
repair work on small pieces.
Irene & Lew Anderson: The leaves are falling, the leaves are
falling and "Baby, it’s Cold Outside". Our leaves are all
but we’re not ready for winter.
picked up, pool is closed
Every year Irene and I hate cold winter and cold weather
more and more. This has been my busiest year since I re
tired from full-time directing and teaching. I am busy
almost every week with playing or conducting; I have book
ings for playing when we "get lost" at our Florida Condo
at Ft Myers Beach.
-

Arlene & Dick Daugherty: Dick is scheduled for another colonoscope
and wishes it was behind him! This year, he plans to swallow
a glass eye so the doctor will see another eye looking back at
HIM! What a zang guy! Several people in the hospital will
absolutely be in stiches! Arlene has been officially retired
for nearly a year.
It hasn’t slowed her down and she has been
a human dynamo! A new roof, a deck, central air and new
furnace have been installed since she’s been home. Dick’s
writing checks is giving
trying to get her to take it easy
and
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome. You know, it
her finger cramps
would be difficult to write a humorous Dick wanted "hilarious"
but was overruled letter each December about the average
dull family. With our family, it’s easy and the words just
flow.
-

Iris & Dick Thurston: Dick has been busy working at Southern Music
Co., and also as Secretary-Treasurer of The American Bandmasters Asso. He now has a computer and printer at home that
help with the ABA work. Last March we were in Tallahassee, Fl,
for a week, for the ABA convention. On May 20th, Dick, Tad
our son and I flew to Hamburg, Germany. Randy son-in-law
was there to meet us, and after a two hour drive we finally
got to see our 6-month-old granddaughter Mindy, at their
home in Osterholz. The weather was perfect for the two weeks
we were there. We took several one-day trips. Dick rented a
car and felt quite proud that he was able to drive on the
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autobahn.

The day tripu were to ilamelin, where we oaw the

traditional outdoor Pied Piper play; a train and boat trip
to Helgoland, an island in the North Sea; the port city
of Lubeck; a bus trip to view the East German border at
several points; and to the cities of Bremen and Bremerhaven.
Tad, Dick & I took an overnight train trip to West Berlin,
where we then took a thur bus to East Berlin for shopping
and a brief sightseeing tour. We feel very fortunate to
have seen all this just before the Berlin Wall "came down."
Eve & Bill LaBrutta: This has been such a busy year for the
Lasrutta clan; suffice it to say, that we are all well,
extremely happy and are glowing with pride, on Nov 24,89,
we welcomed our first female grand-child, named Brittney
Nichelle. Brittney was born at Fitzsimmons Army Hospital,
In
CO. John & Family are stationed at Lowery AFB, CO.
May our eldest son, Bob, graduated .from Texas Luthern
College; the following week he was commissioned a 2nd Lt
in the USAF and Bill donned his uniform, and received his
son’s first salute and a silver dollar. Bob is now
stationed at Brooks .AFB, TX in Personnel Administration.
Last November our youngest son, Steven, attended OTS and
was commissioned a 2nd Lt in the USAF and was assigned to
Mather AFB, CA for navigator training and school. We
attended the graduation where Eve had the honor of pinning
on Stevens wings. Lt Bob also flew out for the ceremony
and festivities. The following day we toured San Francisco
yes, we "did" Fisherman’s Wharf, gorged on crab and chowder
shopped for souveniers, rode the cable cars, walked for miles,
saw so many wonderful things that are unique to San Francisco.
It’s a beautiful and exciting city and so clean! The people
are warm and inviting and very proud of their city. This
trip was only a few weeks after the devastating earthquake
and while there were certainly many cracked buildings, and
sections cordonned off and being worked on, it was not as all
encompassing as it appeared on the TV screen. The worst of
the destruction was of course the roads and the Bay Bridge
and the towns further up the coast. We drove through the city
to a point called "Seal Rock" and watched the beautiful sunset
in a lovely restaurant facing the ocean; drove back thru the
Presidio, onto the Golden Gate and headed back to Mather AFB.
I can truly understand why tb people of San Francisco don’t
want to live anywhere else, earthquakes, or whatever.., it’s
truly a mythical city! The following day drove to Morro Bay
for a few days of golf and. recreation.
-

-3-

Catherine & Ray Toler: The life of a college band director is
very similar to being an Air Force Commander/Conductor;
concerts, parades, administration, and lots of football.
The main difference however, is keeping in mind that we are
teaching once again, working with students not the top-notch
professionals that we all were blessed to lead. But oh, is
the enthusiasm is infectious and rewarding!
it exciting
have started answering the often asked question, "How are
you enjoying retirement?" with the following: I have a
tendency to recall the past with VARIATIONS, mostly AD LIE.
I 5n0ZeFORTISSIMO, arise from bed feeling GRAzDIOSO; I move
around a little RITARDANDO, eat in a MODERATO manner, think
about the future with GRAVE contemplation, but GALLOP PRESTO
to the mail box for my pension check, which, alas, is worth
only THREE-QUARTERS most of the TIME. Even so, at my age,
I have little trouble chewing my food, as I have MOTIV
than most people.
-

WELCOME TO OUR SOCIETY
Beverly & Nevin Lantry:

Nevin was "Chief" of the Bands Branch in
the Pentagon before retirement. He was a great help to our
society while on active duty, and they have now joined us.
He is working at the Orlando Orange County Sheriffs office
as a Paralegal, in Orlando, Fl. Beverly is in the education
department at Sea World. We wish them continued success.
Their address is: 701 Adidas Rd., Winter Spgs, Fl 32708.

Larry Trautmen: Larry was manager of the Airmen of Note prior to
his retirement in December 89. He too, has settled here in
Florida. At the moment, just looking; his address is:
6531 Banner Lake Cir., *16301, Orlando, Fl 32821. Larry
tells us that the Airmen of Note will celebrate their 40th
Anniversary in Sep 90 and will also have a reunion; you who
can attend are invited.
Sonya & Larry Swartz: Sonya works for the Air Force in Civil
Service and Larry is working for the State of California.
They plan on full retirement in about six years and further
plan to catch up on their traveles after that. Their address
is: 1319 Amador Way, Suisun City, CA 94585.

-
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Louis C. Kriebel
Exec. Sec’y/Editor
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I studied cornet with the well-known cornet solist and
band director Walter A. Smith of Boston, MA. As I desired a
career in music, I enlisted in the 2nd Coast Artillery Band,
Ft. Monroe, VA in 1935. In 1937 I was transferred to the 11th
I wanted to study
Coast Artillery Band, Ft. H.G. Wright, NY.
in New York City, so reenlisted in the 16th Infantry Band, 1st
Division, Ft. Jay, Governor’s Island, NY, in 1938. CWO William
White was the band conductor. He encouraged and helped me with
my studies and was an affiliate of the Julliard School of Music.
I further enhanced my trumpet studies with William Costello and
piano, harmony, composition, instrumentation and arranging with
James "Mac’t Benoit in New York City. M*. Benoit, a graduate of
Yale, was a professional pianist and arranger, closely associa
ted with many of the top professional musicians in the radio
and recording industry. He was also a member of ASCAP, a com
poser of classical and popular music, and an excellent teacher.
In 1940 the Army held a service-wide examination for
military bandsmen interested in becoming warrant officer bandleaders. I passed the examination, but, as I had the minimum
service and experience required for appointment, was assigned
to the first class of the US Army Music School in Washington,
D.C. The school was under the command of CPT Thomas Darcy, who
taught conducting and was also the conductor of The US Army Band
at Ft. Myer, VA. Several outstanding Army Bandleaders were
assigned to the school as instructors. The first class of 19,
graduated in August 1941. To the best of my knowledge, there
are only four surviving members of this class: LTC AIf Heiberg,
the first director of the Army Air Force Band at Boiling Field,
D.C., CWO4 Boyd Eagle, CWO4 Frank Weirauch and myself.
Following graduation from the Army Music School, I returned
to the 16th Infantry Band, Ft. Jay, NY, for a short time only,
and then was assigned to Baer Field, IN. On November 8, 1941
before WW II
I was appointed a warrant officer bandleader and
assigned to Chanute Field, IL., to organize an Army Corps Band.
Most of the graduates of the first class of the Army Music School
were assigned to Army Air Corps Bases, near where they were
stationed, to organize Air Corps Bands. Four bandsmen from Texas
were assigned as a cadre to help form the Chanute Band.
-

-

-l

With the start of WW IT and the draft, everything
military, including bands, grew quickly. Some of the Chanute
Field bandsmen enlisted from Dr. Harding’s excellent University
of Illinois Band and from other nearby colleges. Some were
local musicians already in the profession. One of the best
known American dance band musicians, Glenn Miller, became
Supervisor of Bands for the Technical Training Command. CPT
Miller’s inspections of the Chanute Field Band were eagerly
anticipated and appreciated. His suggestions for improving
the band and particularly the dance band, were most helpful
and effective.
In 1944 I was assigned to the band stationed at Albrook
Field in the Panama Canal Zone. The trip to Panama in a US Navy
part of a convoy
took an unheard of 21 days. The long
LST
trip was the result of being caught in the edge of a hurricane
near Cuba;
it damaged radar equipment md fire in the galley of
the LST. Albrook Field was a very interesting assignment, as
the band played in a number of Central American countries and
the Galapagos Islands where there were Air Corps outposts or
detachments. The military bands stationed in Panama and, for
special events Panamanian bands too, were combined or "massed’.
All the bandleaders took turns conducting. It was an interest
ing and happy time for us all.
-

-

Following the tour of duty in Panama I was assigned to
Chanute Field, IL., and, after that tour of duty, was again
assigned to Albrook Field in the Panama Canal Zone
commuting??
In Panama I was assigned a number of added duties, the bands
were badly under-manned and unable to perform; due to the large
number of early discharges at the end of the war. By combining
all of the service musicians still in Panama, we were able to
play acceptable parades or honor guards when required.
-

After completing my second tour of duty in Panama I was
assigned to the Miliatary Air Training Command Band at Westover Field, MA. Ten months later the MATS operations and
personnel were transferred to McGuire AFB, NJ. While stationed
at McGuire, I attended a small college in Philadelphia
evenings
and off duty time
and finally earned a Bachelor of Music Degree.
-

-

My next overseas assignment was in 1959 when I was assigned
to the Air Force Band in Keflavik, Iceland. I was glad that it
was only a one-year, unaccompanied tour.
I missed my wife and
family.
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In 1960 I was reassigned to the states and the Tactical
Air Command Band, Langley AFB, VA. CPT Carl Costenbader was
TAC Command Band Supervisor and Commander/ Conductor of the
Band. I was his assistant. It was a rewarding and happy
assignment. When CPT Costenbader retired, I was appointed
the TAC Command Band Supervisor and Commander/Conductor of the
TAC Band. On January 1, 1966, I was retired with slightly more
than thirty years service. At that time Air Force Regulations
required all Warrant Officers with thirty years service be
retired.
Following retirement I was engaged as an instructor or
teacher in a private military preparatory school in New York
State.
I was the assistant to the commandant and in charge of
the demerit system and the school’s military band. It was
quite a challenge after 30 years in the military service!
I
was not too unhappy when it was found necessary to close the
school for financial reasons. I had been teaching there for
about five years. My wife and I then moved to New Hampshire
where we enjoy the climate
but not the really cold and
winters
scenery
snowy
the
and the people. At times the
fishing is great! As one of our sons lives in Florida and
the other in Arizona, we do some traveling now and then and
are enjoying retirement.
-

-

Eugene A. Dieter
CWO4
USAF Ret
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