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SPECIAL NOTICE/REMINDERS

RETIRED AIR FORCE MUSICIANS REUNION

The committee for the 1990 reunion at Colo Spgs, CO has
put together a fine program. If you have not received your
detailed information, contact: Chairman’ John Lemelin - 3210
Bell Mountain Dr., Colo Spgs, CO 80918 or phone: 719/599-7934.

SOCIETY MEMBERS BIOGRAPHIES

I have received some biographies and have started using
them in our bulletin. Many of our retirees and active duty
people should have the benefit of knowing who you are and just
"how it was in the old days".

We would appreciate information such as:

1. Date of enlistment, appointment/commission, as either
a bandsman and/or bandleader.

2. Date of retirement.
3. Some personal background you feel may be of interest.
4. The bands you directed and their location at the time.

5. Any humorous things or events you'd care to share with
us; i.e. the best/worst trip, concert, situation. Something that
has remained prominent in your mind over the years.

6. What you did after retirement and what you're doing
now.



7. Any other information you feel might be of interest.

We feel that this series of personal experiences will be
of great interest to our present and future members. It also
may be the beginning of a history of bands and bandleaders in
the USAF. Without your personal insight and biographical
sketch, it would be another dry document. However, with your
help, it will be much more.

NEW "CHIEF" OF BANDS & MUSIC

After the retirement of LTC Nevin L. Lantry as "Chief";
(who has joined our society), we are pleased to welcome LTC
William R. McCamley as the new Chief of Air Force Bands and
Music, Office of Public Affairs, the Pentagon.

A native of Philipsburg, PA, LTC McCamley's experience as
a military musician is diverse and extensive. His career began
at the Naval School of Music as a trumpeter prior to his joining
the Air Force. His Air Force assignments include; Commander of
the AF Band of the Mid West, Chanute AFB, IL; Deputy Commander of
the AF Academy Band, CO; Commander of the AF Band of the Pacific,
Clark AFB, Republic of the Philippines as well as of the AF Band
of New England, Pease AFB, NH and as associate professor and chairman
of instruction of Fine Arts at the USAF Academy.

He is a graduate of West Chester University, West Chester,
PA and completed his graduate work at Temple University, Phila-
delphia, PA.

He reports that lately, some of our bands are utilizing
retired Air Force musicians in concerts and tours using invit-
ational orders. In this current time of 80% CONUS manning
ceilings, this is an ideal means of expanding our bands.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

The Airmen of Note will celebratetheir 40th birthday on
September 28, 1990. Special guest artists include - Sammy
Nestico, Toni Tennille and Tommy Newsom. A special concert
will take place at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, Washington D.C. All are invited.



Eleanor & Harry Meuser: Eleanor is feeling well since her cancer
operation at Walter Reed Hospital last Aug. We hope there will
be no new out-break. T will "celebrate" my 70th birthday in
a few days. Am feeling well and enjoying each day, one at a
time. We have so many retired AF Band people here. 1It's to
bad the only time we meet is at the hospital, BX or Commissary.

Peg & Pat Veltre: I'm still conducting the Civic Chorale, the
Community Band, Church Choir and Community jazz ensemble. Go to
work every morning to rest-up from all this night work. We hope

to see all at Colo Spgs, CO in Aug.

Lillian & Bud Riggs: We will be at the reunion in Colo Spgs, CO.
Lillian will celebrateher birthday on 2 Aug, so we won't

miss the affair!!!

Mary & Ed Schirmer: I am still working in billeting at Scott AFB, IL.
We have computers now and it is interesting work. Playing quite
a bit too. Play with Gene Hall once in a while - he still plays

great. See you all in Colo Spgs, CO.

Irene & Lew Anderson: While we were in Florida, the group that I play
with in Boardman, OH, was busy with future bookings in and around
this area - 42 booking so far - to the extent I don't know when
I'm going to get back to Florida and Ft Myers. This trio I play
with has "caught on" as they say. Good for playing but bad for
having time off. I wish we could plan on attending the AF reunion
but I know that is out of the question with my current schedule.
plan on conducting and playing as long as I enjoy and my teeth

hold out.

I

Willa & Benny Knudsen: I'm thoroughly enjoying my new career. At USAA,
I have a Human Resources job (personnel officer) and I do several
administrative functions. The part of my job that I enjoy most is
that I conduct the USAA Chorus of 60 voices (employees) and am
organizing a 70 member USAA Concert Band. The Chorus performed
20 times between Thanksgiving and Christmas and I worked harder

this year than I ever did in the Air Force.

Betty & Mark Azzolina: Unable to attend the Colo Spgs reunion in Aug.
In addition to our winter season we do a summer series. Also I
have the Kids from Wisconsin tour, and the Wisconsin State Fair.
My only month off is Sep., at which time I've been booked to
Guest Conduct in Italy & Sicily this year. People keep asking
me when I plan to retire - the answer - NEVER!! I'm having

too much fun.




Maxine & Nick Azzolina: Nick doing fine and keeping busy with his

work as associate conductor and musical arranger for the Florida
Symphonic Pops Orchestra.

Betty & Ross Whitehead: Returned home after 1 yr on the road with their

motor home. Have really great video film taken during their trip
(12 rolls). Are leaving for a tour of New England in Apr (six
months). Both looking great and feeling the same.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Donna & Tom Abraira: Tom retired 1 Feb 86 from The USAF Band in D.C.

He is manager of Mainframe Production Service for the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corp (Freddie Mac), at Reston, VA. Donna, (maiden
name, for old friends, Baldwin) is currently a member of the Singing
Sgts. We live aboard our 45 foot sailing yacht "ITZAYAT II". We are
building a retirement home on Tortola in the British Virgin Islands
and planto sail our yacht on a wotrld circumnavigation when Donna
retires. We welcome any member who may be in our area, give us a
call or visit; Hartge Yacht Yard; Aboard Itzayat II, slip 92;

Church Lane, Galesville, MD 20765.

Marie & Rene (Buster) Laplante: Looking forward to Aug and the reunion at

Mary

colo Spgs, CO. Things are going well. I retired (again) at the end
of Sep 89, after 12 yrs with the IRS. Marie still employed at AT&T
and says she may never retire. This will be a traveling year for us.
In March we'll go to D.C. for a week, our youngest son is on the
"hill". 1In April, we visit our eldest son in Dallas. In May I go to
CA to visit our daughter. So Lou, a little traveling music, pleasel!

& Russ Mitchell: We enjoy good health (wrap on wood); my Dad will

be 96 next month and my Mom 91 - they live about a mile from us;
Dad is as sharp as a tack but has developed the normal old-age
infirmites. They are well cared for by their 12 grandchildren but
especially by my unmarried sister who lives with them. It's like
old home week when I go to the Commissary - often run into Trudy &
George Roberts; saw Costy the other day; I keep in touch with Art
Will and John Maiocco. We enjoy living so close to Andrews AFB -
we call it "country club living". Last Aug Mary and I attended the
50th wedding anniversary celebration (700 guests) of her first
cousin in The Netherlands. The Dutch people love music and are
very knowledgeable of it. Each village has its own harmonie

band, and several harmonie bands from nearby villages performed at



the 50th anniversary. It was an unvelievable celebration. While
there, several musicians asked me to send them some music which
they were not able to buy, so I've sent several boxes over to them.

Other new members who we hope to hear from soon:

Merle L. Gartrell Renee & Rudy Kubicek

1511 Vinton Ave 1821 Womack Dr

Memphis, TN 38101 Hampton, VA 23663

Harvey C. Wolf Jr Kathryn & Narvel (Buddy) Selke
2631 W 4600 St 4422 Misty Dr

Roy, UT 84067 Colo Spgs, CO 80918

Claire & Raphael Amato Shirley & Ted Fredette

6489 Carlisle Pl Rt 1, Box 1917 AB

Ocala, Fl1 32672 Monticello, MS 39654

Harumi & Elliot Maxwell
41867 E Florida Ave #76
Hemet, CA 92344

KEESLER BAND RECEIVES HONORS

Musical achievers

First Lt. Barbara Smith, 502nd Air Force Band
commander, accepts an Air Force Achievement
Medal from Maj. Gen. Paul Harvey, Keesler
Technical Training Center commander. All 37
band members received medals Tuesday. Gen-
eral Harvey cited the band for achievements
March 1, 1989-March 1, 1990, including partic-
ipation in the Celebrate America Tour, Deep
Sea Fishing Rodeo, Governor’s Day and Christ-
mas performances.

U.S. Air Force photo by Sgt. Roger Burdette
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