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I Remember...
By Dick Daugherty

+ Taking off late at night from a
field without lights. The sponsor put
two cars at the end of the runway
and the pilot turmed the aircraft’s
landing lights forward. It's no won-
der I now have a white beard!

+ While at SAC Headquarters hav-
ing to fly to Sioux Falls, SD to pre-
sent an award on TV. Halfway there
we had to make an emergency land-
ing because the left engine was leak-
ing oil. I told the pilot [ had noticed
it for some time. He said, “why did-
n’t you say something?” 1 said (you
guessed 1t) - “but man, I'm in the
band!™

. Bombing in a bull ring in Madrid,
Spain. (Maybe [ should have had the
Banderillo fill me with banderillas
before we performed!)

¢ Putting a press photo of me on the
wall in the supply rcom so the
roops could throw darts at it. (1
even threw a few myself.)

. When ficld bands were authorized
only 28 men and the highest enlisted
grade authorized was T/Sgt. Bands
had to do without an oboe or bas-
soon.

* Conducting for Bennie Manis-
calco who was looking for potential
band directors. We debated over the
opening notes of “The Barber of
Seville.” 1 told him I was doing it
the way Toscanini did it and he
bought it. 1 had never heard Toscan-
ini do it - (Trumpet players are a
devious bunch.)

¢ Filling in with the Air Foree Band
at an honors ceremony over a holi-
day weekend. When the aircraft
halted, the band director gave the
downbeat as the crew chief tried to
position the stairs, It's the only time
I saw a crew chief receive honors!
However, the best was yet to come!
Due to limited space, half the band
was behind a fence. When we
moved out. it was fun watching
about four ranks of bandsmen
climbing over the fence. (especially
the sousaphone players.)

* Water gun fights in the Maxwell
band evolving into water wars, They
ended when the base chaplain, de-
livering a message late at night,
snapped on the lights in the orderly
room and was confronted by the CQ
standing barefoot in his shorts with
two fully loaded water pistols
pointed at the chaplain.

+  An Army colonel in civilian clothes
chewing me out following a concert
in Spain over my selection of music.
I promptly introduced him to the
senior aide to the ambassador who
had specifically requested the mu-
sic. | have often wondered what
happened to that guy!

+ Playing concerts in Spain, It was
not unusual to have several hundred
people watch us unload the equip-
ment truck. We would begina 1 1/2
hour concert around midnight and,
when we were finished, another
group would begin.

* Sitting in my office at Offutt with
the stewards from a KC-97 crew.
We were preparing to spend some
time in Spain and had to select
meals for the long flights over the
Atlantic. With my Minnesota back-
ground this was casy. However,
they did balk at serving the band
lutefisk and lefse.

¢ Riding with the USAF Vice Chief of
Staff on his airplane heading for the
USAF Academy. | was served a
martini and realized that a lot had
transpired since my days in a C-47
with a parachute strapped on.

Personals

From Forest Ray
During the Christmas holidays my

wife Virginia and | flew space available
from Seattle to Okinawa (a grand way to
travel). On the return, we opted to rest in
Seattle before retuming to South Caro-
lina. We checked into the Holiday Inn in
front of the airport. That eveming we had
a wonderful meal in the revolving res-
faurant on top. A very versatile piano
player entertained as we dined. I asked
the waitress to see if he could play,
“Dinner for One Please, James.”

It's one of my favorites and I've never
known a pianist who knew it, but this
one soon began w deliver my request,
When he went on break, he approached
our table and asked if we were the ones
who requested that number — a first time
request for him. As we talked, 1 related
that it had been one of my favorites since
AFA Band days. He excitedly re-
sponded, “1 was in the Academy Band
for four years.” The rest of the story.,.is
that Igon did four years in the AF and
then went on to Broadway where he
played for a number of hit musicals, then
moved to Lake Tahoe where he worked
with Sinatra, ete, He is now retired in the
Seattle area and works three nights
weekly at the Top of the Inn. We visited
and swapped stories of people we knew
in the late 50°s. It was a splendid culmi-
nation to our trip! Igon wants to renew
ties with musicians he knew in the 50's
and can be reached at: Igon Puchalski,
1800 148th SE, #13, Bellevue, WA
98007, (425) 747-8162.

From James (Dannv) Daniclsen

Please include my new wife’s name in
the next directory. We were married on
I8 November, 2000. Her name is Peggy
M. Danielsen.

Arthur E. Gilmore, Jr.
Please note and welcome Art Gilmore as
a new member. His address is: 120 Al-
vord Place, South Hadley, MA 01075,
(4130 533-0723,

Carl Costenbader

Costy's  e-mail address is:
costy(@mymailstation.com
John Dodge

Address: John Dodge, 4085 Boquete,
Chimiqui, Republic of Panama.

Richard W. Rog¢levitch
Address: Richard W, Roclevitch, 48 W,
Cochise Drive, Glendale, AZ 85302-
1821,

James Whittenton
I like the idea of having a Alumni e-mail
address. Mine is  (work) James.
Whittenton@ca.com (home)
MaryKay234(@aol.com
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From Danny Hamilton
Please note change of e-mail address for
Ed McKee: edi@nishanet.com and T just
got another message returned to me from
Harry Walker. If anyone knows his
current address, please send it 1o me.
Thanks, Danny,

Leroy “Lee” Kirschenmann
Please welcome a new member: LeRoy
Kirschmann, (wife is Sue) 3118 38th
Streer West, Billings, MT 39102, (406)
656-8605,

Ivan D. Genuchi
Please welcome 4 new member: I[van
Genuchi, 2413 Magellan Street, Colo-
rado Springs, CO 80907. (719) 471-
I1826. He also spends time in Stanville,
KY 41699,

Coda is the unofficial publication of the
LS. AF. Musician’s Alumni Association
and 1s published quarterly
E-mail: TheCoda2001 (@aol.com
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Spotlight

Mac McGregor

By Harry Gleeson

They form the foundation on which any large mu-
sical ensemble must build. They create the back-
bone for any symphonic band which aspires to an international reputation of musical
excellence.

They are the solid professional section instrumentalists who, while they may never
sit in the solo chair. provide the base from which musical history is made. Players
like George Roberts, Howard Klug, Phil Munds. Don Sullivan, Chris Hite, Matt
Vaughn, Karen Erler. Mike Wheeler, Bob Sullivan, Sam Compton, and the man who
can lay claim to being the first of these important players in the USAF Band's 59
year history, Oscar McGregor.

Mac, a nickname which he strongly prefers, was assigned to the first clarinet sec-
tion from the day he joined in march, 1942 — the 35th member of the Army Air
Forces Band. When it was time to retire — four conductors and 32 years later - he
was still the stalwart of the first clarinet section.

Bom in Altoona, PA. “My mom made me take piano lessons. [ had an uncle who
sort of took me under his wing and he taught me saxophone. Charley Ford had a mu-
sic store in Altoonz and a block away from me was a guy named Bud Rige (both
Charley and Bud wound up in the Army Air Corps Band with Mac) and after awhile
they decided w0 tum me over 10 C.C. Cutteridge at a music school over in Johns-
town, PA. He was a fantastic clarinet player, so [ bought a clarinet,”

“I had to go out and buy long pants because I started to play in a little beer joint
and 1 had been in knickers up to that point.” He also played in his Junior and then
Senior High School Bands and the City Band, and after more study with Cutteridge,
Mac started touring nationally with Howard Becker's Orchestra.

“1 was working pretty good on the road. We were making $45.00 a week and we
were still able 1o save a little money.” They were playing in Oakland, California at
the beginning of 1942 when Mac received his “Uncle Sam Wants You!” draft no-
tice. He took his Army physical in California and passed. So he and Marge bought a
car, “It was a three year old Packard convertible, fire engine red, and it cost five or
six hundred bucks™ and drove back to Altwona.

While awaiting his drafi reporting notification, he decided to drive to Washington
1o audition for the Navy and Marine Bands. In DC he staved with a boyhood friend
who told him that they were forming an Army Air Forces Band at Bolling, and the
rest is history.

Mac became one of the most versatile members of the organization. He sang in
what was then known as the “Air Force Band Glee Club” which was dirceted by
Harold Tharp, and was 8 member of the Singing Sergeants until 1965 when the in-
strumentalists no longer formed the backbone of that organization.

Having been bitten by the power boating bug in the 50s, Mac retired in 1974 and
he and Marge lived on the Chesapeake Bay for a while. They soon sailed for Florida
where they have lived on the water and (now) on land ever since.

Over 80 and still possessing the optimism of a 20 year old. Mac and his partner of
over 60 years - Marge — now fill their time with visiting their daughter in Queens-
bury, MD; playing golf: and attending the USAF Musician's Alumni Association
Reunions.







