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AFA Cadet Praises Band Members!

Music had special

meaning to cadets
(This article was extracted from
an e-mail to Mr. Fred Correll,
Director of Operation, Air Force
Band of the Rockies. The author is
Dr. Gerald D. Ball, Ph.D - AFA

_~Graduate, Class of ‘69)

“Your note (from Fred Correll) put
me in a reflective mood. The band cer-
tainly added agreatly to the cadet expe-
rience. In my era, band members were
detailed to lead basic cadets for our
first three days of inprocessing. They
took us to pick up our uniforms, get our
shots and haircuts, and locate our
rooms. They gave us three days to
breathe (literally) before the first cadet
training detail took over and altered
our scenic views of the Rampart
Range. Over the next four years, the
band was there for occasions both
somber and celebratory.

When one of our own came home
for the last time...when kings, the
president or vice-president, and even
Lucille Ball came to the USAFA, the
band played on.

They were there to play for the noon
formation when newly-pinned
Brigadier General Robin Olds
reviewed his first formation upon
becoming the Commandant of Cadets.
General Olds, freshly back from
Vietnam and (at the insistence of the
Superintendent) just separated from
his trademark handlebar mustache,
took the salutes of 3500 cadets pass-
ing in formation - all of whom were
wearing fake black handlebar mus-
taches to commemorate the event.

(General Olds immediately took the
microphone at Mitchell Dining Hall to
opine that, “The Superintendent is a
very wise man. |'ve never seen a
scruffier formation." Or at |east that's
the printable version.)

When the band kicked into their
march version of “We've Got to Get
Out of This Place' in the closing
moments of a June Week parade,
those of us in the lead ranks of the
remaining classes could watch as sib-
lings and girlfriends explained to par-
ents and grandparents the titters
beginning to permeate the bleachers
as more and more young people rec-
ognized the tune.

Another piece that was special for
me was, How the West Was Won.
Those were good times - and the band
provided the sound track.

Thanks for the memories!”

Musicians’ Alumni
Association

Reunion 2002

Reunion site selection
could be open to

competition
By Lou Kriebel,
USAFMAA President

During the past few months it has
been my pleasure to attend several
unit reunions. Members of USAFMAA
were in attendence at these events
and the question of conversation from
them was, “Why can't we have a
USAFMAA reunion in our area?”

In answer to that question, we have
outlined policy on how to select future
reunion sites and leadership.

Those that are interested in leading
a reunion in their area should submit
the following information to the
Reunion Ceordinator, Ken Schinstine
at: 3006 Chelton Drive, Colorado
Springs, CO 80809

Proposed site city, name of chair-
man, names of other committee mem-
bers including Financial Secretary,
and an oulline of possible reunion
events.

Someone representing your com-
mittee must attend the current reunion
and present your proposal to the
Reunion Coordinator for staffing.

Determination of future sites will be
decided using the following criteria:
Strength of leadership, geographical
area of the country, potential atten-
dance by USAFMAA members and
events/program possibiliies.

Your leadership is always needed
and welcome!
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