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Many Activities Planned

As the 2002 reunion draws closer,
the reunion co-chairmen, Dick Bordy
and Larry Lawrence, would like to let
everyone in on some of the things that
their committee has been planning.
There may be some final adjustments,
but here is what the schedule looks
like at press time:

Wednesday, August 7

1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Registration

7:00- - 8:30 p.m. Welcome
Reception (pay as you go) Meet new
friends.

Thursday, August 8
8:00 a.m. Gambler's Special

departs for Reno and Lake Tahoe.
Tour price will be about $17.00.
($10.00 will be returned in cash and
$5.00 in food coupons) Return to hotel
about 9:00 p.m.

Friday, August 9
Morming (Time TBA) Golf at Mather

AFB. $60.00 includes lunch, prizes,
fees)

City Tour(s): (Time TBA) Points of
interest are so close to our hotel that
we may not need transportation

Saturday. August 10
10:00 a.m. Reunion Critique. Please
bring your ideas and views with you.
Evening (Time TBA) Farewell
Banquet. (Coat and tie for men,
women in appropiate attire.)

The reunion dates are during the
“Hot August Nights” celebration
This involves a vintage car convention
that occupies part of the main strip of
the city. Musical support for the
reunion may be furnished by the Travis

AFB Band.

The Hyatt Regency Hotel will be the
reunion headquarters and is located in
downtown Sacramento. When making
you reservations ask for USAFMAA
rates at $99.00 per night. (1-866-333-
8880) or (1-800-233-1234.

_Ground transportation from the air-
port to the hotel will cost approximate-

ly $11.00. To make reservations for
this service contact: http://www.super-
shuttle.com/htm/cities/smf.htm#Sampl
e or call 1-800-BlueVan (258-3826).

USAFMAA Officers

fo be elected!
Nominating Committee
Selected

Members of our Association have
been asking about the process for the
nomination of new officers and when
will this process occur. By the time you
read this edition of the CODA, you will
have received the USAFMAA
Directory of Membership. Included in
the directory is a copy of the By-laws
of the association. As outlined in
Article 5, “Any member in good stand-
ing (paid-up dues) can volunteer to run
for office by contacting any member of
the nominating committee. The com-
mittee will prepare a slate of officers.”

Unless there is only one nominee for
each office, on June 1, 2002, the
Secretary/Treasurer will mail a ballot
to each member in good standing of
the USAFMAA. Ballots will be returned
to the Past-president by June 20th.

The Executive Committee has desig-
nated Dr. Harold L, Copenhaver the
duties of the Past-president as defined
in the By-laws.

Ballots will be counted and winners
announced at the reunion on August
10, 2002.

Members of the Nominating
Committee are as follows:

Ray Toler, Chairman
9203 Timberknoll
College Station, TX 77845-9398
(850) 696-6692
E-mail: rtoler@juno.com

Harry Gleeson
8783 Gatewood Drive, North
Ridgeville, OH 44039-4375
(440) 748-9086
E-mail: HGleeson@aol.com

Dan ilt
317 Bawn Drive
Werner Rohins, GA 31093
(478) 922-5350
E-mail: dannyhamiiton @yahoo.com

Jerry Powell
5649 S, 8th Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74145-7916
(918) 252-2395
E-mail: Geraldkpowell@ aol.com

Jim Whittenton
8632 Mill Creek Road
Irving, TX 75063-4266
(972) 910-0292
E-mail: James.Whittenton @ ca.com

Will this be the last CODA
you receive?
it will be if you haven't paid your
2002 dues!
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Air Force Band Locations

USAF Heartland of America Band

AFS, NE USAF Band of Mig-Amarnce
USAF Band of the Goldan Want \ Scol AFB, IL

Travin AFB. CA UsnFBamo'F

LISAF Band of lenﬂy
Hanscom AFB, MA

| Remember...
by Dick Daugherty

+ Being approached by a Troop
Commander just prior to a base
parade. He said, “There are only two
people that can screw up this parade -
you and me." | agreed but didn’t have
the heart to tell him | had done dozens
of base parades in my career. (We got
through it.)

+ The SAC Band appearing in the
Glenwood, MN Waterama upon sever-
al occasions. The crowd was extreme-
ly responsive when the Colors passed
by! | have always regretted not writing
the local paper in Glenwood to tell the
citizens how impressive they were.

+ Being paid about $80.00 per month
and living in a small room with three
other men. We each had a bunk, a
footlocker, a small wall locker and a
barracks bag. Eight men shared two
open commecdes and one small show-
er. (Not all at the same time!)

+ As a lowly CWO noting the defer-
ence accorded me when | inspected
Air Force bands. | always had meet-
ings with the base commander and
often, with the commanding general.
Being from the Office of the Secretary
of the Air Force probably helped!

+ The 525th Band falling out to
march to a Retreat Ceremony with no
instruments; just combs and tissue
paper. | called the bluff with “Bug Band
Forward March!” The Band then pan-

icked and ran for their horns. | think
Harold Ray was the instigator of that
caper.

+ Singing in a barbershop gquartet on
television in Montgomery, Alabama.
Luckily, we wore handlebar mustaches
and straw hats and weren't recog-
mzed

+ lvey Coburn in the 804th Band at
Maxwell. He, Charles Vesely and
Cedric_Smith were mainstays of the
band and taught us young dudes a lot.
Ilvey was also a great softball player
and a member of the base team.

+ The day | put in my retirement
papers. | don't know what was expect-
ed but | thought that, someone would
try to talk me into staying on. Actually,
there was some weeping, wailing and
gnashing of teeth. But that was Arlene
wondering if we could make it in the
real world!

+ Playing an Air Force ROTC Ball
for Drake University in Des Moines,
lowa. We were not allowed to compete
with civilian musicians so a union band
was paid to sit and listen. | always
thought that was strange since civilian
bands routinely played at clubs on mil-
itary bases.

+ Being in England for only a few
days when | needed transportation to

get my family settied. The only solution

was to rent a car. So, my first driving
efforts in London required sitting in the
right seat, using a stick shift with my
left hand and driving on the left side of
the road. That was almost as difficuit

as learning to speak their language!

+ Seeing a matador gored in a bull
ring in Madrid. He was tossed over the
bull's horns several times and tram-
pled. The Spanish band never missed
a beat as he was carried to the small
hospital under the stands. There was
also a chapel there, just in case, so |
guess he was covered either way.

+ Being assigned to Sewart AFB,
Tennessee as an acting band director.
My first official order was to declare
rehearsals as a formation requiring a
“Class A" uniform since that was the
Band Program's policy at the time. It
took me about fifteen minutes in a sti-
fling rehearsal room without air condi-
tioning to recind that order and we
were shortly in fatigue uniforms. | also
learned quickly to listen to the advice
of people with local experience.

+ Being asked by the officials of the
White City Tattoo in London to omit the
second eight bars of the Star
Spangled Banner to save a few sec-
onds. | refused, of course, but did offer
to do it in 3/4 time. They seemed sat-
isfied!

Back in 1958, the AF Drum & Bugle
Corps was on tour in Europe and
spent 5 or 6 days at the World's Fair in
Brussels, Belgium. Our job during the
day was to march down the prome-
nade through the Fair and end up at
the American Pavilion. We were sort of
Pied Pipers - especially the Bagpipe
contingent. At other times we did our
half time show routines. The evening
entertainment was Benny Goodman's
Band with his vocalist Ethyl Ennis from
my hometown of Baltimore. Inside the
pavilion, by a large pool with fountains
was the Wiesbaden AF Band led by
Amnald Gabriel. Ed Dougherty was our
OIC.

The Disney Company had a circular
theater which was in a separate build-
ing. As we exited the back door, we
came face to face with Walt himself.
We chatted for a few minutes and then
our bass drummer, Jack McVaugh
asked Mr. Disney to autograph the
bass drum head. He did, with a flour-
ish underneath. It was up by the rim
and Jack was thrilled. He kept it cov-
ered, and upon request, he would
show it to all.
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Flashback!

by Carl Costenbader

Nearly 50 years ago, effective midnight
on April 2, 1952, under special order #52,
ten USAF Band sergeants were honorably
discharged from the USAF to accept
appointments as Warrant Officer Jr. Grade
in the Air Force. The swearing in ceremo-
ny was on the next day at the USAF Band
Studio at Bolling AFB where WOJG bars
were pinned on and orders given to report
to Lackland AFB for the Officer Basic
Military Course on April 13 through June 7,
1952. Upon completion of 352 hours of
instruction, each WOJG received a training
certificate before reporting to his assigned
AF Band.

In alphabetical order the OBMC gradu-
ates & new bandleaders were: Carl
Costenbader, George Dietz, Edwin
Dougherty, Fredrick Gillespie, Louis
Kriebel, Joseph Lanzilloti, Harry Meuser,
Patrick Veltre, Herman Vincent, and
Douglas Williamson.

After departing Lackland, each WOJG
has a story of his own first assignment as
a bandleader and since | had the least dis-
tance to drive. across San Antonio to the
633rd AF Band at Randolph AFB, Texas, |
can safely say | was the first WOJG on
duty.

| drove my 1840 used Chevy club
coupe from Bolling to Texas with my home-
made folding motor scooter behind my
seat. | originally designed it when | was
single. to be strapped in the rear seat of a
plane when flying. | had 1o bring the scoot-
er with me because they wouldn't ship it
with my household goods as a musical
instrument! It would also be good insur-
ance il my car broke down, and easily
solve any car parking problems by parking
even miles away, unfolding the scooterand
driving it to my destination. After all it was
averaging 100 miles on a gallon of gas!

| recall visiting Randolph before reporting
to Lackland and made at least two other
trips later. At the housing office, | was wel-
comed with open arms and in complete
shock, | was told that | would be consid-
ered “key personnel” and as bandleader ,
General Davies wanted me in base hous-
ing. On one of my visits to the base, | was
taken to inspect and sign for my house at
47 Outer Octagon. It was a huge Spanish
style home with thick walls, 3 baths a
screened breakfast nook &nd what looked
like maids quarters. There were several
pecan trees in the yard and | felt better
when they showed my shared semi-

enclosed garage space, where | could
“hide” my 1940 Chevy! The housing repre-
sentative must have seen disbelief in my
eyes and assured me only my housing
allowance would be deducted from my pay.
| quickly reaiized that as the lowest ranking
officer in the VIP circle, | would be giving
up a rldiculously small amount of money
and of course, “All utilities included.” |
signed some papers, was handed the keys
and pointed to a hand pushed lawn mower.
Once outside, he showed me my mowing
respansibilities.

Having just been married about 8
months, | don'’t recall phoning my wife Ruth
to describe the quarters for | didn't have
enough money to talk that long and she
would have thought | was out drinking and/
or hallucinating.

| remember one Saturday, while taking
Ed Dougherty (my roommate in college
and for whom | gave the eulogy several
years ago) and another WOJG to show
them my new living quarters, We had a
beer parly and some Colonel's wife living
behind my quarters came oul to the back
yard gate when she heard us step on the
pedal to open the lid of the underground
frash can to dump in our empty beer cans.
This did not appear to be a social call to
welcome new neighbors, and learmned later,
she had a drinking problem.

Our meager household goods were deliv-
ered and in place while | was on "an indi-
vidual P.E. training run" from OBMC
Lackland to Randolph. | got more exercise
unpacking household goods than driving
golf balls! | could hardly wait for my wife to
have a cozy dinner with me in the dining
room, using the solid walnut table sur-
rounided with 14 chairs and huge malching
walnut buffet that | signed for, fumished
with the quarters.

| picked up my wife Ruth at the San
Antonio airport and was anxious to show
her Randolph AF Base and our Quarters al
47 Outer Octagon in contrast to my bache-
lor apariment at 443 Orange Slreet near
Bolling AFB. | toock her on a tour of
Randolph before driving to our quarters.
She thought | was joking when | pulled up
to our quarters until she saw the newly
painted sign WOJG Costenbader, 47 Outer
Octagon at the curb. She was in complete
awe of the house. | do remember my wife
asking, "What are we going to do about
drapes?” This had never occurred to me as
an ex 33 year old bachelor. | do recall a few
days later | had to borrow some money
from her to go shopping and all we could
afford to buy were Paper Drapes!

I met with General Davies before | actu-
ally conducted my first rehearsal. | was told
to work hard with the band for about 3
weeks so they know they have a new

bandleader, and he had already arranged
a blanket leave for the entire band. While
the band was on leave, | was to meet with
headquarters CrewTAF and visit their
bands and work on the best utilization of
the band both on and off base. He indicat-
ed to me that he had already informed the
housing office if anyone comes in to ques-
tion “pulling rank™ to get my quarters, they
were to be sent to him. | leamed later that
this happened a few times. | couldn't have
had a better assignment anywhere, and we
were ulilized often both on and of base,

| don't recall the actual date, but about 6
to 8 months after | first took over the band,
| applied for my first leave and second fur-
lough for the entire band. It was approved.
This was the first time my wife and | visit-
ed her family in Virginia and my family in
Pennsylvania since becoming a
Bandleader. (We drove home, but not in
my old 1940 Chevy Club Coupe with the
folding motor scooter, but in our 1952
Buick Riviera' my wife purchased for us to
keep from embarassing our neighbors on
base.)

On our first day back from leave, | held a
somewhat light fur rehearsal in the morm-
ing, and as we had done before taking
leave, marched up to headquarters for the
retreat ceremony. | notified the Taj Mahal
staff that we were back from leave and to
urn off the “canned music” and have the
microphone sel up near the flag pols to
pick up the live band music. There were no
troops scheduled to participate on our first
day back from leave. My position conduct-
ing the band for retreat is very close to the
flag pole with an unobstructed full view
from the large double traffic circle and the
entire boulevard to the main gate a little
less than a mile away. The band and any
troops are all facing Taj Mahal. Looking
from my position about 200 feet just out-
side the traffic circle is the beautiful
Spanish style church. The base school is
about 500 feet from the circle and from the
school to the main gate on each side of the
boulevard | weuld estimate 50 to 75 bar-
racks type buildings. () found a 360 degree
panoramic photo over & feet long taken
from Taj Mahal which clearly shows the
church, the school and the many buildings
between the flag pole and the main gate).

For this first retreat ceremony after being
back from leave, | did the usual, having the
trumpets sound retreat which takes about
20 to 25 seconds and then started con-
ducling the National Anthem. After a few
measures into the Anthem, something |
never expected or heard at retreat before
scared the living daylights out of all of us in
the band. We marched the usual route
back to our band building and we all con-
cluded that a jet plane made a high speed






