October — November — December, 2002

The Official Newsletter of...
The United States Air Force

Musicians’
Alumni Association

Volume 22, Number 4

Meet Me In St. Louis In 2004

by Ed Mohan
2004 Reunion Chairperson

Meet me in St. Louis for the USAF-
MAA Reunion, to be held on June 16
through 20, 2004. After being given the
okay for the St. Louis area, the 2004
reunion committee met in Freeburg, IL
to begin planning our next reunion.
The first item on the agenda was
establishing a date for the reunion.
Taking into account the suggestions
made in Sacramento, June 2004 was
decided to be the most agreeable time
period for all. We should have very
nice weather and it will be at the height
of many planned activities in the area.
We will seek to take advantage of all
the extra activity we can. Be prepared
to have many options available for your
participation.

Our Vision: The reunion com-
mittee shall strive to provide
every opportunity for members
to socialize, renew friendships
and interact with one another.
Whether activities are formal or
informal, structured or free, the
socializing of the attendees will
be foremost in our minds.

We have been able to contract with a
very nice hotel at a very reasonable
rate. The Four Points Sheraton Hotel
will be less than two years old when
we arrive for our reunion. The head-
quarters hotel is located in Fairview
Heights, IL. You will be 15 minutes
from downtown St. Louis and Scott
AFB. It's just a matter of a right or left
turn, There will be three or four restau-
rants within walking distance of the
hotel and four or five more less than

five minutes away. There is a shopping
center nearby for those of you that
need to shop. Our hotel rate for the
reunion is $85.00 per night. The hotel
restaurant serves breakfast, lunch and
dinner, plus rocom service. Cocktails
are available in the lobby lounge.
Expect to make your reservations
early. Our book of rooms will go fast.

The farewell banquet will be held at
the Scott Club. The Officer/Enlisted
club is located on Scott Air Force
Base. It is a new club that will accom-
modate 500 diners. Although we have
not determined the menu as yet, | think
you will be impressed with the ele-
gance of this club.

The reunion organizing committee is
motivated and totally committed to pro-
viding an experience to remember for
the reunion attendees. In the next few
months we will send out a survey
questionnaire. It will give you some
ideas of what we are planning and
allow your input to feasibility. Our goal
is to provide a daily scheduled activity
and to suggest alternatives for others
to do on their own. There are some
things planned that have been done
before, but there will be many things
that have not been done before. We
want this to be the best reunion gath-
ering in our history. We will go a long
way toward that goal with your atten-
dance. Members of the organizing
committee are: Ed Mohan, reunion
coordinator, Jerry Powell, Eugene
Hall, Joe Schuster, Dave Rogers,
Frank Howanic, Bob Hargrove and
Don Johnson.

Have a wonderful
Holiday Season!

Member Profiles
John Mutu

by Harry Vulgamore

John Mutu circa 1939

I had lunch with John Mutu the other
day. It was at our quarterly luncheon
for retired band members in Colorado
Springs. There are about 40 of us still
hanging around, but that's another
story | may get around to one day. This
one will be about John A. Mutu. John
retired from the NORAD Band in 1968,
but wait 1ill you hear the rest of the
story.

‘| come from a long line of musi-
cians,” laughs John. "My father was a
brass and violin teacher, and he
played with Arthur Pryor and the
Barnum & Bailey Circus. | started clar-
inet lessons at seven.” John also
played several other instruments

including sax, flute, vibes and organ.
[Continuad on page 2)
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| Remember...
by Dick Daugherty

*** Art Gilmore and | playing golf with
two members of the Four Lads. As |
recall, they were even wearing their
tux pants. We thought, as brass play-
ers, we would kick their butts but the
scrawniest one of the two actually shot
par!

*** George Howard as a Captain. He
never knew who | was but, | have to
admit, his innovative programs helped
me to advance from PFC to Warrant
Officer in less than eight years.

*** Frank Weirauch. A really demand-
ing conductor at the Band School in
the late 1940s. He busted my chops on
several occasions but | really respect-
ed him!

*** Wearing a civilian suit while
assigned to the Pentagon. As one of
the last Warrant Officers in the Air
Force. | was addressed as “"Mister." So,
when | identified myself as Mr.
Daugherty from the Office of the
Secretary of the Air Force, | got every-
one’s attention. Most people thought |
was some high ranking civilian.

*** The first time | saw Phyllis
Kohlenberg. We missed each other in
the Air Force by a short time but she
came to Boosey and Hawkes to inter-
view for a position. | was very
impressed and proud to have been in
the same organization!

*** Riding over the Nijmgen Bridge in
Holland with the Mayor and listening to
his recount of the historic battle. Field
Marshall Montgomery was to attend
a ceremony but was ill. My problem
was to conduct military bands from at
least five countries all of whom had dif-
ferent arrangements of the United
States National Anthem in different
keys. Fortunately, being a highly
trained military officer, | brought along
sufficient music so we could all play
the same chart.

*** Playing at the Brussels World Fair
for several days. During our concerts
Mo Moeller would play choruses while
lying on his back, | was always
amazed | never get yelled at for some
of the weird stuff we did!

Profiles...

(Conhtintied fram page1)

Still spry and trim at 81, John says he
doesn't play much anymore, maybe a
little organ once in a while.

- “l don't play sax anymore now. | tried
a while back and nothing came out of
my tenor. | told my wife, ‘Something's
wrong with that damn horn.” She said
wryly, ‘There's nothing wrong with the
horn. It's you!" She was right, it was
me. I'd lost my lip.”

John's military career started way
back in 1939 as a member of the 135th
Field Artillery Band of the Ohio
National Guard. He entered the regu-
lar army prior to pearl Harbor in 1840
as a mechanic and gunner in the B-25
Mitchell Marauder bomber. As a mem-
ber of the 38th Bomb Group he took
part in the Pacific Theater of
Operations, flying 48 combat missions.

Flying mostly low-level sorties, he
recalls taking part in the horrendous
"One Minute In Hell" mission over
Rabaul, New Guinea where 75 B-25's
went in and 33 came home. | asked
John the dumb question, “Have you
ever been shot at?" He just laughed,
and with a twinkle in his eye said, “A
few times." Amang his numerous deco-
rations he earned the Air Medal with
two oak leaf clusters and the
Distinguished Unit Citation with one
oak leaf cluster.

John left the service after the Second
World War to return to his hometown
of Canton, Ohio, but was recalled to
active duty during the Korean Conflict.
This time flying B-26 Night Intruders,
he completed 23 combat missions. He
made the hometown Canton papers
for having been on the crew flying the
1,000th mission over Karean skies.

Back in Japan, John became a jet
mechanic, working on F-86 fighter air-
craft. After running up his aircraft's
engine, he noticed he had a hearing
praoblem and checked with the flight
surgeon. He was told his hearing was
in jeopardy and he would have to be
reclassified to some other field not as
noisy. So naturally the military. being
right on top of things, sent him into the
band career field.

John became a member of the Fifth
Air Force Band at Tachikawa Air Force
Base in Japan. Since they didn’t have

any openings for clarinet or sax, the
band director, Mr. Poene said in his
Dutch accent, “Look, we need flutists.
Here's a flute and a book...learn it
Sgt. Mutu, the jet mechanic and gun-
ner, was now a flute player in the Air
Force Band program.

Returning to the States, John joined
the 569th AF Band at Moody AFB,
Georgia. In 1954, hearing about the
newly forming USAF Academy Band,
he auditioned, passed and was
assigned, first to Lowry AFB and then
to Colorado Springs. He played flute in
the marching band and concert band,
and sax, clarinet and flute as an origi-
nal member of the Falconaires. John
thought about retiring when he
reached 20 years but his family plead-
ed, “Dad, we never went overseas. You
can't retire without going overseas.” So
John told me he called Washington
Bands Branch to see what was open.
He was told only Japan at that time. He
loved Japan and said, "Why not?"

So back to Japan again, this time
with his family. From 1961 to 1966
John and family spent some memo-
rable time there. He fondly remembers
Tom Pomeroy, Bruce Bellinger, Dick
Roclevitch and other great friends
from this band. He returned to
Colorado Springs and retired in 1968
after 27 years of service to his country.

As a civilian, Jehn used the GI Bill to
study at Midwest Business College. He
concentrated on accounting and com-
puters. He received his diploma in
1971 and worked his way up to
become General Manager of the
Colorado Springs Coach Company
and Bessemer Bus Lines.

Computers fascinated John and he
found himself in that career field. For a
time he worked in NORAD as a pro-
grammer and then at Peterson AFB,
and finally at the USAF Academy
teaching cadets how to use comput-
ers, John worked 14 years in civil serv-
ice and retired for a final time in 1986.

John is still super computer literate,
taking them apart, replacing hard
drives, sound cards, etc. He tells me.
“On a scale of 1 to 10 on computer
knowledge, I'm almost a 10" | believe
him after visiting and watching him
operate that thing.

(continued on page 3)



Fagh 2

_— e e ————

Profiles...

(continued from page 2)

John and his wife Toby have been mar-
ried 58 years. They have three chil-
dren, two sons and a daughter, They
have six grandchildren and one great-
grandsen. All three of his children are
musicians. The two boys studied with

Nick Rossi and Clay Brandt of the

Academy Band.

John's home of 30 years is near
Peterson AFB so he gets to hear air-
craft overhead on a daily basis. He
lives less that a mile from Billy Mitchell
High Schoal, the home of the
“Marauders,” the narne of that wandet-
ful old B-25 aircraft he spent 5o much
time In aver the Pacific. | saw model
-airplanes and aircraft pictures through-
out the house.

“I' just like being around airplanes,
that's what | love to do. When | was a
kid we lived near Seliridge Air Force
Base and | used to sneak on base and
play in the planes. They used to kick
me out. but I'd come back on and play
like | was a gunner. They finally said.
‘The hell with it' and let me play.

Besides being a brave warrior and
talented musician, | leamad (nat John
Mutu is a man of many talents. His
zesl lor life is inspiring. It is a pleasure
getting 1o know- him better.

John Mutu - Circa 1960

our

Editars note: Harry Vulgamore has joined
the CODA sialf to write about musicians
that have served in the field. His e-mall
address is: CHVulgamore@msn.com

Notes from PAB

AF Band Career Field

Update
by Lt Col Mark Peterson
This is the firsl of what should be a
somewhat regular update to the
CODA's membership from my office,
the Secretary of the Air Force, Public

‘Affairs Directorate, AF Bands Dwision,

or SAF/PAB for short. Many of you may
remember this office as the old Bands
Branch, which for many years existed
in the Pentagon as part of AF Public
Atfairs Community Relations division.
That's where it was 19 years ago when
then Lt Col Benny Knudsen and Maj
Nevin Lantry helped me get started in
this business of AF bands.

On April 1. 1998 (probably not an
accident that it was April Fool's Day),
current Director of Public
Relations, Brig Gen Ron Rand
changed the headquarters organiza-
tional structure of Public Affairs when
he made the Air Force bands a full-
fledged division of Air Force PA with
three autharizations. CMSgt (select)
Dan Ciufo is currently the Band
Enlisted Fungtional Manager, SMSat
Virgil Layne Is the Superintendent of
AF Bands and I'm the Chief of AF
Bands. SMSgt Layne and | have been
here since the summer of 1998 and
SMSagt Ciufo joined us in the summer
of 2001 to replace retiring Chief Dave
Ward.

Despite the fact that we're now a divi-
sion, our mission is very similar to that
of the bands branch. We work policy,
people, training and operations issues
for the entire program. The largest
change was the chain of command,
which has me working directly for Gen
Rand, not for some other division
chief. Dropping the extra layer of
bureaucracy and getting a direct line to
the Public Afffairs Director has reaped
huge benefits for our program. Gen
Rand is a visionary and has worked
hard during his last ten years in the Air
Force fo bring bands Into full pariner-
ship with Public Affairs,

As this is the first article. | thought I'd
bring you up to date on the band pro-
gram as il exists today. We currently
have 12 bands. including two premier
bands, The USAF Band in DC and the
USAF Band of the Rockies (formerly

the USAF Academy Band) in Colorado
Springs. There are eight other regional
bands in the CONUS and two bands
overseas. One is in Germany at
Sembach AB (60) and the other is
actually three locations of one unit in
the Pacific Air Forces, at Yokota AB,
Japan (30), at Elmendort AFB, Alaska
(30) and at Hickham AFB, Hawaii (11).
We're currently authorized 899 bil-
lets, 28 are officer and 871 anlisted.
Regional bands have 60 members
while the premier bands are larger.
Our program is in very good shape,
but we do have sorne vacancies thal
have been difficult to fill. On the enlist-
ed side. we're looking hard to hire a
number of keyboard and guitar play-
ers. We also are trying to fill vacancies

for three band officers. If you know of

anyone wha might be interested in
auditioning for any of our bands
(remember, you must be under 351,
piease have {hem contact us at 703-

696-9165.

We're in the process of preparing for
our bandleader/superintendent confer-
erce in Chicago held in conjunction
with the Midwest Clinic at the Hilton
and Towers. Also. if you happen ta tuna
in to the Tournament of Roses Parade
on 1 Jan G3, you should see not only
an impressive AF flyover but a total
force AF Band leading the parade,
made up of members from maost of our
active duty bands and many of the Air
National Guard Bands as well.

| enjoy hearing froem former AF band
members. If you've gol a question or
just want to pass along some informa-
fion or just say hello, my e-mail
address is: mark.peterson@penta-
gon.at.mil. With many of you also hav-
ing Internet access, you can visit our
band program web site at
www.al. mil/band/home.shiml
In addition to program information, it
has links te all of the individual band
web sites.

In the next CODA, I'll tell you about
one of our newest priorities, getting
bands into the current Aerospace
Expeditionary Force (AEF) rotations to
perform for our deployed AF troops.

Editors Note: Lt Col Pelerson has joined
the CODA staff 1o provide information Irom
Bands Division







