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FMAFB E-Mail List folds into USAFMAA

by Danny Hamilton

Back in 1998, Larry Lohnes and
| decided that our group (then called
the “Retired Air Force Musicians”)
should have an easy way o recon-
nect with old band buddies with
whom contact had been lost. The
RAFM Reunion was held in Colorado
Springs that year, so we posted a
sheet of typing paper in the hospital-
ity room for those members who
wanted to add their names and email
addresses 1o a newly created email
list for our group's use. By the last
day of that reunion, the sheet of
paper had approximately 30 names
and email addresses scribbled on it.
From those humble beginnings, our
email list membership has grown to
over 500 people, with mare joining
each month.

As Larry was still a "working guy”
and | was fully retired and my time
was my own. | took over the everyday
maintenance of the email list, adding
new members, removing emaill
addresses that were no longer valid
and sending out "urgent” messages
whenever one of our members
became seriously ill or passed away.
so friends could respond quickly to
those events. My task as USAFMAA
email list manager is strictly a volun-
teer duty.

When our RAFM group was
merged with the USAF Band
Directors and Superintendents
Society at the 2000 Reunion in
Myrile Beach, this new group was
named the United States Air Force
Musicians' Alumni  Association
(USAFMAA). (Continues on pags 2)

In Profile: Tom Severino

by Harry Vulgamore

Tony Bennett plays in the background as | visit Tom Severine at his home in
Aurora, Colorado. There are pictures and little sculptures of basses throughout
the house as well as landscapes and memorabilia from Newfoundland. | first met
Tom there in 1957 at Pepperell Air Force Base.

Tom was born in 1933 in Hartford, Connecticut,
ane of three children. His father, Gene played in the
New Haven and Yale Symphonies and was Associate
Principal Bass of the Hartford Symphony for over 20
years.

Tom started tus musical studies on piano and clar-
inet in elementary school, but didr treally get serious
until junior high when he studied bass with his father.
In high school he was principal bassist in Hartford's
Ali-City Orchestra, quite an honor for an area that
size.

He graduated from Bulkeley High School in 1952.
After high school he gigged around Hartford for a short time backing Polly
Bergen and playing with the Carmen Cavallero Orchestra. Both he and his dad
played the Bond Hotel with the Landerman Brothers Orchestra. Although he
earned a music scholarship to Hartt College, he feared the draft and auditioned
for the Air Force band program, enlisting in February, 1853.

His initial assignment was the 730th AF Band at Westover AFB,
Massachusetts. This was a short assignment but he does remember making
friends with Roger Simms, Walt Sensing and Charlie Saloio. Tom stayed for
about a year when an assignment to Libya came in. This wasn't what he wanted,
so he requested somewhere else, anywhere else!

In 1854, Tom was transierred to the 596th AF Band at Pepperell AFB, St.
John's Newfoundland. "l went up there to meet Joan," he guips. At.a Service Club
dance. he was playing. she was dancing, and that was the start of their long rela-
tionship.

This was more like it. A 20-piece dance band, working almost exclusively at
night and having his own combo. As you know, wars bring great musicians into
our field. Korea was no different and this band had more than its share of talent.
The Oscar winner John Williams of “Star Wars™ fame was the arranger, trom-
bone and piano player here. Billy White from the Duke Ellington Orchestra was
another arranger and the band's lead aito player. The band commander was
CWO Leonard Burt and Frank Bemis was the First Sergeant. Tom remembers
many friends from this band. Jerry Cooper, Buddy Pennington, Micky Fahn,

{Conltinued on page 2)
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E'Ma” List (Continued from page 1)
The email list gained many new mem-
bers from the old USAF Band
Directors and Superintendents Sociely
after this merger. | wanted to continue
to call the email list the RAFM Email
List,” but was finally convinced that a
name change was in order, as not all
of our members were “retired” Alr
Force musicians. A compromise was
made and our President, Lou Kriebel,
suggested the name that was used
until March, 2003: the “Former
Member of an Air Force Band"
(FMAFB) Email List. These different
names for the same old email list has
caused quite a bit of confusion among
our members, To help alleviate that
confusion, the email list is now called
the USAFMAA Email List. It continues
to be a FREE service to all eligible
members. (Editor's note: Many
thanks are due Danny for all the
hard work and volunteer hours put
into this unique service.)

Severino in Profile

[continuad fram Page 1)

Verlin Frickel, Ralph Walker, Marty
Mezin, A.J. “Mittens” Murphy, John
Schliesmann and Joe Miller who
later became his best man when he
wed Joan in 1955.

Marty Mezin and Tom used to car-
pool to dance jobs in Tom’s little VW
Bug. “The two of us would cram my
alto sax, bass clarinet, Bb clarinet,
baritone sax and Tom's giant upright
bass into the car and take off.” John
Schliesmann e-mailed to tell me that
Mittens Murphy always called Tom
“Sam.” He didn't know why but every-
body in their group, “The Quidi Vidi
Quintette” called him by that name. So
whenever this unit performed, Tom
was always “Sam.” He adds, “Tom had
one of the first Volkswagens in
Newfoundland and since he couldn't
get a trade-in for his '48 Chrysler, he
sold it to our drummer Brian Sauter
and me for $200. Brian wrecked it not
long after.”

This band was deactivated in 1958
and Tom, Joan and daughter Dawn
were transfered fo the 504th AF Band
at Richards-Gebaur AFB, near Kansas
City, Missouri. This was another short
assignment but he recalls TDY's to

Tom remembers Canadians
George Kwasniak, Bobby
Herriot, Ken Graydon and
Lionel Parent. There were
superb musicians in this band
during the Vietnam era: Ray
DeWiit, Bill Barbier, Art
Wiggins, Nick Rossi, and
Bruce Bellinger fo mention a
[few.

In 1964 Tom was transferred

Lett to right Mark Azzoling, Jimmy Ryan, Bl Bartier, Tam
Sevalino, Ken Violstte: Circa; 1960, The NORAD Band

to the band at Clark AFB in the
Phillipines. He became reac-

remote radar sites, Seems lke they
only went there in the dead of winter
when it was 40 below. CWO Hiram
Allen was the director of the band with
Bab Hilton, Frank McClaflin, “Buck”
Buchtel, Dave Napier, Darrell Reed
and Bob Kundrick. Whatever hap-
pened to Joe Ditunno?

In 1959 Major Mark Azzolina was
forming the NORAD Band in Colorade
Springs and took the best musicians
from the Richards-Gebaur Band.
Others came from Stewart AFB in New
York and some from the Hamilton
Band in California.

The NORAD was a multi-service
group with members of the Air Force,
US Army, Navy and the Royal
Canadian Air Force. Under Azzolino
and his deputies, Air Force CWO Loy
Ebersole and Army CWO Ed
Bearman, this band became a primo
unit with a heavy performance load.
Tom remembers playing several
national TV shows such as The Ball
Telephone Hour, Dinah Shore Show
and the Steve Allen Show, He played
in all the musical groups at NORAD,
marching band (tuba), concert band,
numerous  combos and  the
“Commanders” when principal bassist
Tom Pomeroy was unavailable. °l real-
ly enjoyed the recording sessions at
Capital" he says. NORAD hired major
studio musicians (ringers), when
Major Azzolina thought it necessary
and Tomn particularly enjoyed working
with Verle Mills, the talented harpist.

He honed his jazz skills in jam ses-
sions at the famed Alpine Jazz Bar in
Pueblo, Colorado. He recalls playing
with Al Green, Bill Prince, Bob
Jenkins, Bobby Shew, Phil Wilson
and Paul Fontaine.

quainted with old friends Marty
Mezin and Dale Nelson. This band
was under the direction of CWO Jim
McMillen, who comments: “Tom is an
excellent musician and an outstanding
gentleman. | was proud and fortunate
to have him as a member of my organ-
ization," Tom tells me that during a TDY
to Vietnam, he could hear gunfire pop-
ping in the jungle while they played a
base parade.

After the Phillipines Tom was trans-
ferred back to Denver and became a
member of the Lowry AFB Band, the
original “Band of the Rockigs." The
commanders’ were CWO Guy C.
Powall and Lt Co! (Rel)
Johnson. Johnson also lives in
Colorado, plays occasionally with Tom
and says, "He stills plays great and
locks as young as he did in
1970...almost” As NCOIC of the
library Tom had two young Airman as
his assistants: James Bankhead and
Alan Bonner. “Of course, they did all
the work" he adds. Tom met George
and Joyce Wilson in the Lowry Band
and they still hang out together. In
Denver he discovered his skill in real
estate. He bought a duplex as a rental,
eventually owning more, buying and
seling as the market dictated. Tom
played bass in the major hotels in
Denver with prominent musicians such
as, “Peanuts” Hucko, Al Alberts, lke
Cole and Dean Bushnell.

Tom’s last tour was from 1971 to
1974 in the 505th AF Band at Chanute
AFB near Rantoul, llinois. He did
some moonlighting, playing for the
Platters and in the Guy Lombardo
Orchestra under Al Pearson. He was
looking forward to retirement and mov-
ing back to Denver.

R=1y Loren

(Continued an page 3)
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Notes from Public Affairs: Bands Division

Air Force Band Career Field Update
by Lt Col Mark Peterson

As | sat down to write this, | thought I'd give you an updale on some persannel changes
i the AF Band Program that will happan over the next couple of months.

First, we've got some band officers on the move this summer. Maj. Kelly Bledsoe, cur-
rently the commander of the USAF Heartland of America Band at Offutt will move out of
the band career field and into an ROTC teaching job in Ohio. Although we're very sarry to
see Kelly go, we know he'll clo a great job preparing young people to become Air Force
officars.

Replacing Kelly is Major Phil Waite, who for the past two years has been at Maxwell
AFB. He spent the first year there as a student in Air Command and Staff College, the first
band officer to attend in residence since Col. Denny Layendecker in the early 90's. He
stayed on at Maxwell for a second year at the request of the ACSC Commandant as the
executive officer. He's anxious 1o get back te a band job and is due 1o report to Offutt by
the end of July.

Capt. Keith Bland, currently commander of the LISAF Band of the Pacific-Asia at Yokota
AB, Japan has been accepted into a career broadening position as an ROTC instructor at
the University of Kansas. He's at the right point in his career to do this and will returnto a
band position after three years, Keith is due to arrive in Lawrarice to start his new job by
the end of July.

Replacing Keith is Capl. Dan Price. Dan has most recently been the deputy commander
of the USAF Heariland of America Band. Prior to that assignment, he joined the Air Force
as the director of the Singing Sergeants. This will be Dan's first command assignment.

On the enlisted side, we've also got a couple of moves. First, SMSgt, Jerry Sollkup
has decided to retire from the USAF Band of the Pacific at Elmendorf AFB and stay in
Alaska. Jerry has remained at this “hardship™ assignment in Alaska for almost 21 years.
You can tell he was enjoying il- Our program will miss Jerry a great deal, but he's planning
to stay in Anchorage and would probably be able to help you with hunting or fishing plans
it you happen lo visit Alaska,

Benlaning larry i@ SMSol. Dave Lovg: Dave fectirantly assigned 1o the USAFE Barid
in Germany and will report to Anchorage this summer. Also, SMSgl. Fred Brunz will depart
Lackland for Germany as the Superintendent while SMSgt. Benny Pelphrey will move up
from Superintendent to Manager at Lackland.

Finally, CMSgt. Hans Marlette, band manager of the USAF Band of Flight at Wright
Patterson AFB has been granted a high year ot tenure extension. Instead of refiring this
summer with 30 years in service, he’ll be with us until the summer of 2004, which is great
news for our program and especlally for Lt. Col. Alan Sierichs and the Band of Flight.

Speaking of the Band of Flight, this year celebrateés the centennial of manned flight and
sgveral of our bands are preparing special programs. The Band of Flight, located in
Daylon, Ohio, the home of the Wright brothers, has commissioned a number of works to
help celebrate this occasion. Several performances are scheduled at the USAF Museum
and other locations around the state, to include a joint performance with the Dayton
Symphony. If that was not enough, the state of Ohilo Is celebrating its bicentennial this
year, so this band will be kept very busy,

The USAF Band is preparing an original broadway style musical show that will com-
memorate the centennial of flight titlted Born of a Dream. It will tell the story of the devel-
opment of flight through the use of ariginal music and a cast made up of band members
and others assigned to Bolling AFB. It should be an exciting praduction when it premieres
later this year.

In closing, I'd like to ask lor your help. As you see young, talented musicians around
the country, take the cpportunity to talk to them aboul our Air Force bands, We're always
looking for instrumentalists, vocalists and conductors. Right now, we're particularly short
of kayboard, guitar and percussion. Your experience in the program and personal contact
will go a long way in attracting musicians to us. If you talk with someone who wanits mare
information, please have them call us at 703-695-0012 or check out our web site,
www. af miliband/.

Our offices will move back into the Pentagon later this month after about 31/2 years in
Arlington. Our mailing address will remain the same as will e-mail, but the phone numbers
will probably change. I'll include them in the next CODA. As always, | welcome your com-
ments and questions. (Lt Col, Peterson Is the chief of Bands Division and a contiibuting writer for
the CODA. He will provide information from Bands Division. His e-mail address is:
markpusafb@aol.com}

Noticel
_Notes From Our Members

fmdamhapfand wa walcome: mw
“contribution 1o it: We want to hear
from you. Please send your notes mﬂ
CODA, ¢/o Ken Schinstine, 3006
Chelton Drive, Colorado Springs, € ‘I
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Severino in Profile
{contitilad rom page 2)

Tom retired in 1974. He enjoyed

Colorado from pravious tours and
wanted to be closer to his investments,
Tom worked briefly at Wards and
Sears, but soon left to become a full
time musician and investor. His wife
Joan warked as a middle school sec-
retary for the Aurora Public Schools
and retired after 22 years.
AL 68, Tomn has the same sparkle in
his eye. Hea siill enjoys playing and
works casual jobs once or twice a
week. Tom and his wife of 48 years live
adjacent to the fourth tee in a beautiiul
resort community. He enjoys golf,
charting investments and aftending
real estate seminars. He is a member
of the Knights of Columbus and volun-
teers at his church, playing every 7
a.m. Sunday mass “even if I've worked
the night before.

WRITERS NOTE: The benefits of dolng
these articles are that | talk with old friends
and acquaintances from my own past. |
hadn had contact with Marty Mezin, John
Schliesmann or Verlin Frickel for over 45
years. We were in the band in
Newfoundiand in the 50's, Mezin and
Schliesmann corresponded via email
rekindling memories of “The Rook"
(Newfoundland). While visiting my son in
Seatlle in February of 2003, | met Verlin
Frickal for dinner, viewed old photos, told
some “war stories” and bad a marvelous
time. | enjoyed meeting his wife Pat, and
hearing about life after his musical caraer.

Harry Vulgamore is a contributing writer for the
CODA anud will write about musicians that have
served in the figld. Mis emall address is:
chvulgamore@adelphia.nel







