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War Stories
Contributed by AFMA members

Stars and Stripes TV Shows
by Loren Johnson, Kent Gripenstraw,

and Ashley Marquardt 

Ed McMahon did an NBC patriotic spe-
cial show with the SAC Band on July 4,
1976 for the Bicentennial year. He sang “76
Trombones” with the band while being
strapped to a SAC Band bass drum with the
SAC logo prominently displayed. The
arrangement, as I recall, was by Tommy
Newsome, the lead alto player with Doc’s
Tonight Show band. Tommy was a former
member of the SAC Band while SAC was
headquartered at Andrews AFB, MD. SAC
moved to Omaha in 1948. Tommy roomed
with Dexter “Danny” Abbot who later
became CMSgt with the SAC Band in the
late 70s, early 80s.

The SAC Band performed these 4th of
July specials for NBC for serveral years with
filming a week prior to the 4th at the Myriad
Convention center in Oklahoma City. Many
stars were headliners including Tennessee
Ernie Ford, Anita Bryant, and Bob Hope,
of course. We always enjoyed Les’s brother,
Stumpy, who played bass trombone. He was
so short he couldn’t reach 7th position with-
out having  a string tied from his finger to the
trombone slide. He was a great example of
someone having a physical disability yet still
able to perform at a very high level.

We always  looked forward to these annu-
al “Stars and Stripes” shows on NBC which
concluded with the 1976 Becentennial year.

Loren Johnson

I’ve enjoyed seeing all the recent high-
lights of Johnny Carson’s career and the
tributes paid him...it made me think back
to when the SAC Band performed with Ed
McMahon at the “Stars and Stripes” bi-
centennial TV shows. I remember our
rehearsing with him in the parking lot of
the theater. I also remember strapping on a
snare drum for the Chita Rivera number.
Although I still have a program of the
show I wonder if a tape of the show would
still be available? 

It never dawned on me to ask for any-
body’s autograph, like Bob Hope,
Tennessee Ernie Ford, Ed McMahon, Les
Brown, Anita Bryant, Dionne Warwick,
Kate Smith, Mike Douglas, Chita Rivera,
The 5th Dimension, Mickey Mantle,
Miss America, Alan Shepard, Gen
“Chappy” James, and on and on.              

Kent Gripenstraw
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I remember those “Stars and Stripes” shows as really nice
TDYs...the parties afterward in the Petroleum Club were some-
thing special to attend, particularly for midwestern farm boys
like me.

Jerry Miller (bass player) was doing a lot of the arranging
for the band in those days, and he helped piece together the Ed
McMahon number. 

We used to watch the Tonight Show regularly at Stella’s Bar
and Grill in Bellevue, (Max Poe, Mark Prestzqor, Lon Ewing,
Mike Wells, Jerry Miller and occasionally Dan Crowley). I
don’t think any of the current late night shows are as good or as
timely as Johnny’s...he was in a class by himself.

Ashley Marquardt  


